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Church

Vicar’s letter

The Pilgrim's Progress from
this world to That which is to
come — not delivered under the
similitude of a Dream, as in John
Bunyan's famous work of art, but
part of the primitive spiritual
instinct of much of our human
race, moving countless
generations of people to get up
and go - on pilgrimage!

John Bunyan saw the kind of
vision which inspired pilgrims to
leave their homes and journey,
often dangerously, to places like
Jerusalem, Mecca, Canterbury
and Rome, where for sure the
sacred could be found. The draw
to shrines was as strong and
almost as regular as the pull of
the moon - drawing thousands to
places of devotion. Here are to be
found the origins of our 'holiday'
or 'holy-day' when the desire is
often strong to leave familiar
territory in pursuit of another
land.

There has been some discussion
at St Mary's of a day pilgrimage
to a nearby shrine, possibly
Canterbury or Winchester (both
places with connections to our
local Merton history) and with
the Anglican Communion's focus

clearly on Canterbury during the
current Lambeth Conference, we
might begin to reflect on its
significance in history and today.

After Pope Gregory the Great's
emissary to England stumbled
across Canterbury in Kent rather
than the capital of London, to
what was then a secondary
commercial roman city,
Canterbury became the Mother
Church of England but not until
the 16™ century did it become
that of the Anglican Communion.
Contrary to popular belief,
Augustine was not the first to
bring Christianity to these British
Isles of ours since Celtic
Christians from Cornwall, Wales,
Ireland and Scotland  were
celebrating their faith 400 yrs
before Archbishop Augustine
established his Primacy at
Canterbury. Even in the south-
east, Queen Bertha, wife of King
Ethelbert of Kent was already a
Christian before Augustine
landed!

The martyrdom of Thomas
Becket, who was educated at
Merton Priory, as Archbishop of
Canterbury four days after
Christmas in 1170 brought to



Canterbury many British pilgrims
who might otherwise have
dreamed only of visiting
Jerusalem or some far distant
shrine. Suddenly in their midst
and on British soil was a shrine
to the place where Abp. Thomas
Becket was slain by four of King
Henry's knights. Originally in the
ancient crypt, his martyred body
lay buried. Not until 1220 was
his body transferred to the new
and imposing shrine filling the
central space where it is today,
behind St Augustine's chair.
There the pilgrims came to see,
to venerate, touch and pray; the
Abbey monks keeping constant
guard as pilgrims poured into the
cathedral in such huge numbers
that it became one of the most
important shrines in Europe.
Many struggled up the pilgrim
steps humbly upon their knees
(not now recommended) but
whatever our mode of transport
these days there is little danger of
death by crushing! That,
seriously, was a common cost, as
Christians reminiscent of the
New Year Sales, rushed to the
tomb—thus making their
pilgrim's  progress from this
world to That which is to come, a
little sooner than they did at first
expect!

I hope we shall organise a parish

pilgrimage soon and in the steps
of those journeying Christians
who inspired Chaucer to write
the amusing Canterbury Tales,
follow not only to the same place
but with the same Christian spirit
that seeks, without suffocating
piety, in life's journey, to travel
towards the nearer presence of
God. Travelling in the company
of our fellow Christians and
sustained and nourished along
The Way by the holiness of
others—both those
accompanying us in the
pilgrimage and those whose
manner of life and death have left
us sanctified examples, so we in
our day might recapture a sense
of the mystery of God and the
promise of his glory. Saints and
martyrs have revealed that the
Christian life is not only worth
living for but even worth risking
everything for- save the Pilgrim's
Progress from this world to That
which is to come.

God speed.

Answers to last month’s crossword
Across:1.Schism 4.Hosea 8.Choir
9.0belisk 10.Epistle 11.Stun 12.See
14.Agin 15.Veil 18.Yet 21.0bol
23.Eunuchs 25.Introit 26.0vule

27 Nests 28.Agates

Down: 1.Sacred 2.Hooking 3.Scrutiny
4.Heed 5.Saint 6.Asking 7.Moses
13.Evensong 16.Incrust 17.Notion
19.Tenth 20.Assess 22.0aths 24.Boys




If only we were there...

An article for the magazine about the Burma concert? Of course,
it’s very important to record what was a very special — and suc-
cessful evening. And we are happy to write such an article; but the
problem is that we weren’t able to be there. So — how to write about an
event we didn’t attend but have heard all about? Perhaps through the
words of others then...

So — what do people remember about the event?

“A packed church — a real parish event”

“Somebody singing Jerusalem — and some Irish ballads and the songs
of Tom Lehrer”

“A masterly version of the Victor Borge piece on musical punctuation
by a young performer”

“| particularly liked the story of Albert and the lion — and with a very
impressive lion too”

“Two little girls — one of them in the choir — sang beautifully”

“There was Spanish dancing — and a harpist”

“It was the Deputy Mayor’s first engagement”

“The rendition of Nelly the Elephant was superb”

“The lighting effects in the church looked lovely”

“Such adaptability from Karl, who accompanied many of the perform-
ers on piano or organ, sometimes without notice”

“The Edge Hill-Billies had such enthusiasm — and when was the last
time Wild Rover was sung in church?”

“The new Vicar’s got a great voice”

And to sum up?

“The variety of styles and content was amazing”

“So many people turned up even on a grotty pouring-with-rain evening.
One very elderly lady came for thirty minutes and stayed for two
hours”

“The range of turns and the talents of so many diverse folk”

“Such huge generosity and a variety of ages”
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“And cross-denominational too — Anglican, Catholic, Quaker, Method-
ist and probably more”
“There was a wonderful feeling of camaraderie and goodwill”

Perhaps the final word should go to Rev John Hayward, with our
thanks to him for coming up with the idea in the first place: “The vari-
ety of styles and content, and involvement of a wide range of ages un-
der one roof in a shared community endeavour for the good of others,
was great to see.”

So — 39 performers, a full church audience including lots of newcomers
to the building, a three hour evening of entertainment and £4094 raised
for those affected by the Burma typhoon; a memorable event indeed. |
wish we’d been able to be there...

Chris and Hazel Abbott

MOTHERS’ UNION

Tuesday 1st July at 1.45pm for 2pm
Speaker Mrs Liz Pullen
“Methods of Communication without the use of Technology”

Thursday 3rd July
Mothers” Union Enrolment of 3 new members at the 10.30am Service
of Holy Communion. Everyone Welcome

Friday 4th July
Mothers’ Union Deanery Garden Party
2pm at 39 Dorset Road
Refreshments, stalls, all welcome,non members as well as members
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WIMBLEDON CHAMBER CHOIR

v imfedonchamberchoir orp ik

“If music be the food.....”

Vaughan Williams “In Windsor Forest”
and
Vaughan Williams Shakespeare Songs
Byrd, Gibbons, Phillips Music from the time of
Shakespeare
Shakespearian partsongs

Peter Smith (conductor)
SATURDAY 12 July 2008 AT 7.30PM

Church of St Mary the Virgin, Merton,
Church Path, SW19

Tickets £7 (£5 concessions)
at the door (details 020 8644 4053)




Please pray:
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July Prayer Calendar 2008

For our Residents’ Association on the day of its AGM and discussion on the
PCT plans

For the RSPCA

THOMAS THE APOSTLE Help us to admit our moments of doubt and put
our full trust in God

Giving thanks for the generosity shown following the Burma concert appeal
and continuing to remember the people of Burma

For elderly people faced with making difficult decisions

THE 7" SUNDAY AFTER TRINITY May all our local community come to
know of your truth and love for all

For the residents of Dorset Road and their St Mary’s roadwardens

For the British Medical Association

For the Children’s Society

For the wise counsel of the PCC, meeting tonight

For our Explorer Scouts and all the uniformed organisations and their leaders
For all parents and godparents

THE 8" SUNDAY AFTER TRINITY Help us to value every day and use op-
portunities presented to us

For professional sportspeople

For the Royal Marsden Hospitals at Sutton and Fulham

For the residents of Erridge Road and their St Mary’s roadwarden

For all who are tempted to be involved in terrorist activities

For families with children as they break up around now for the summer

For the work of the National Trust

THE 9" SUNDAY AFTER TRINITY May the Holy Spirit guide those who hold re-
sponsibilities for health and the environment

For GUCH (Grown up congenital heart patients association)

MARY MAGDALENE May we minister to the needs of people and be witnesses in
our day to the risen Lord

For security guards

For the St John’s Ambulance Brigade

JAMES THE APOSTLE Help us to be obedient to the call of Christ and forsake
earthly things which hinder that

For the residents of Grasmere Avenue and their St Mary’s roadwarden

THE 10" SUNDAY AFTER TRINITY May peace come to the troubled areas of the
world

For Barnados whose aim, as they put it, is to give children back their future

That St Mary’s may find ways to develop teenage involvement so that they feel wel-
comed into our church family

For the social reformers of our time as we remember William Wilberforce today

For all who work at the Moorfields Eye Hospital in London
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Bishop’s Letter

“Mind your lan-
guage!” is a
phrase normally
associated  with
foul and intem-
perate out-
bursts. How-
ever, it is also a
useful shorthand

b

way of reminding us of the im-
portance of good communication
— especially between those who

speak different languages. It is
all too easy to assume that what
we think we are saying and trans-
mitting to another person is the
same as what they are hearing
and receiving. Often that is far
from the case. At times the re-
sults of this mis-communication
can be amusing, at other times it
can be disastrous.

I have recently benefited from
the Diocesan scheme for ex-
tended study leave for the
clergy. Part of my time was
spent in India with some fasci-
nating conversations with Hindu,
Sikh, Muslim as well as Chris-
tian leaders. A key role in these
discussions was played by the
person who was translating. |
was well aware that the business
of translation is a complex one
and that many ideas and concepts
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do not translate between lan-
guages and cultures in any simple
way. It is a stimulating and re-
warding process, but hard work
and full of obvious pitfalls.

In a world of many languages,
world-views and cultures the role
of the translator (in its broadest
sense) is a vital one in at least
four different areas.

eIn the dialogue between major
faiths. One of my conversations
in India was with a Hindu monk
in which I was asked about the
Christian understanding of sal-
vation. It was a considerable
process of probing via the trans-
lator to find out whether what |
understood by the question was
the same as what the monk in-
tended.

eIn conversations between those
of religious persuasion and
secularists. For example, when
the so-called ‘new atheists’ ar-
gue against belief in God, the
first thing to establish is what
they mean by the term. In rela-
tions between religion and the
media. So often the language of
soundbites, images and polarisa-
tion of issues can appear to dis-
tort what was intended. Good
understanding of the ‘language’



of the media is an essential re-
quirement for today’s Church.

eWithin the Anglican Commun-
ion. Translators will play a vital
part in the Lambeth Conference
this summer, in the preceding
Global Anglican Future Confer-
ence, and in the relationship be-
tween the two. A main part of
the Lambeth Conference will be
the small groups both for bible
study and for discussion. The
aim is to have no more than 2 or
at most 3 languages used in
those groups — so the transla-
tors’ role will obviously be vi-
tal. | suspect that even when
there is a common language we
need to keep an eye on transla-
tion — i.e. on the relationship

between what we intend to ex-
press and what is heard and re-
ceived.

Ultimately the deepest level of
communication is the work of the
Holy Spirit. The outpouring of
the Holy Spirit at Pentecost led to
a new level of understanding be-
tween those who spoke different
languages (Acts 2: 4 — 11). This
was to fulfil the promise of Jesus
that, “When the Spirit of truth
comes, he will guide you into all
the truth.” (John 16: 13). In all
our conversations we need to
mind our language, but above all
to seek the guidance of the Holy
Spirit.

+Richard Kingston

WIMBLEDON CIVIC FORUM

The Forum is an open-ended non-political organisation which allows
the citizens of Wimbledon to play a full and decisive role in the man-
agement of their community and to generate solutions to Wimbledon

problems.

It promotes public discussion on matters of importance including
Health, Transport, Education and Urban Design, and it works with
Residents Associations to give their voice greater weight.

For information on events and how to join see our website :

www.wimbledoncivicforum.org.uk




Wimbledon Cancer Friendship Group

Coming events - all on Thursdays

10 July. 7.30 pm at Drake House, our Summer Social, the most
enjoyable event of the season and always very well attended! Drake
House is in St. George's Road, a few yards behind the Guild: approach
from Worple Road via Tabor Grove.

14 August. 7.30 pin at the Guild. A review of the past year and discus-
sion about future plans. We very much want to hear your suggestions
and to respond to them. Also, some of our volunteers may pass on the
interesting lessons they have learnt from visiting other local support
groups.

11 September. 7.30 pm at the Guild. We are currently hoping to arrange
a talk on prostate cancer.

AND - every Thursday (except for those with evening meetings
listed above), you are always welcome at our afternoon drop-in
sessions at the Guild: 3.15 to 4.30 pm. Meet other people affected
by cancer, talk over common problems and find mutual support.
Our volunteers will welcome you and try to help with informa-
tion or advice based on their own experience. We are building up
a small "library" of easy-to-read booklets from Macmillan and
CancerBACUP; these can help explain about the illness, treat-
ments, side effects and complementary therapies etc.

Other groups we work with (all are welcome at their talks) are -

Kingston Area Cancer Support Group, which meets in the Surgical
Centre at Kingston Hospital every first Tuesday of the month at 7.00 pm.
on 1 July, a review, future plans and a tour of the new cancer unit.

Macmillan Cancer Support, Merton

The South London Lymphoma Support Group meets every second
Tuesday in the same room that we use at the Guild.

and please, if you have friends affected by cancer, let them know about
us. We try to provide friendship, a listening ear, encouragement, in-
formation and useful contacts

Wimbledon Guild Worple Road Tel: 07948 767 936
13



Spirituality

One World One Wealth

R ecently in the City of London a unique event took place. It was
the celebration of the life’s work of Thomas Berry, a monk and
cultural historian, now in his nineties, whose studies and insights have
led him to a positive and challenging vision for the welfare of humanity
in the universe.

For Berry the material universe is a revelation of a numerous, or
spiritual reality. It is not merely that everything is connected to
everything else by a complex series of superficial links, but that even
more that every detail of the universe shares in a single unified being,
or self, of which the human being is particularly conscious. It is the
unity that expresses itself as community in the universe and in our
experience of the earth and the world around us. Berry calls out to us to
think and behave as members of the universal community in everything
we do.

He calls for a new culture of human understanding — one in which
justice is defined in the terms of the interests of the great community of
being and, for immediate and practical purposes, the community of the
Earth’s inhabitants. His view recognises the continuity of human
experience and draws upon four main sources of wisdom. First, the
wisdom of the classical traditions, Buddhist, Hindu, Biblical, Greek
and Roman all teach us about the revelatory experiences of the spiritual
realm which is at once transcendent to and imminent in the visual
world about us. This spiritual sense is central to Berry’s vision.
Indigenous wisdom contributes its intimacy with the participation in
the functioning of the world. The experience of being at one with the
universe comes from participation in the universal rhythms: sunrise and
sunset; day and night; season following season; sowing, growing and
harvest times; birth, growth, maturity and death following in natural
order.

The wisdom of women, emphasised because it has become suppressed
so much in the contemporary world, offers a different, but equally
wholesome kind of intimacy. It allies intuition to reasoning, a feeling
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of consciousness to intellectual capacity, the immediacy of the present
to the objectivity of detachment. A new alliance of men and women as
equal and complimentary partners in the adventure of life is essential to
Berry’s project.

Lastly, the wisdom of science offers ever-deeper knowledge of the
phenomenal world alongside an ever greater sense of the sacred misery
that lies behind it; a sense that reveals both the unity of the universe
and the integral place of human beings within it.

Berry’s is not the only voice calling for a new and more profoundly
spiritual and holistic consciousness. But his is among the most
visionary, eloquent and coherent. It merits the attention of all those
whose hearts are intent on the welfare of the world.

Extracts from ‘Earth is Community’ an article in the ‘Economic
Monitor’

Attention

In the complexities of our lives we easily forget the power of attention.
Yet without attention we live only on the surface of existence. It is just
simple attention that allows us to listen to the song of a bird, to see the
deep glory of an autumn leaf, to touch the heart of someone. We need
to be fully present to love wholeheartedly. We need to be fully awake
in this moment to hear and respond to the learning within it.

From ' Stories of the Spirit'.

It is not easy under every day schedules to learn and maintain the act of
steadfast attention to God; yet no art could more closely serve God's
purpose than this.

Evelyn Underhill, (1850 - 1941), English theologian and mystic.

Contributed by Hubert Bradbury
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July Diary 2008

FROM JULY MID-WEEK SERVICES will be held REGULARLY on
TUESDAYS at 9:00am & THURSDAYS at 10:30am

=

9:00am Holy Eucharist
3 10:30am  Holy Eucharist,
Mother’s Union, new enrolment
5 1:30pm Wedding:
THE SEVENTH SUNDAY AFTER TRINITY
6 8:00am Holy Eucharist,
1
Celebrant: The Revd Graham Derriman
10:00am  All-Age Worship with Baptism "# $
6:30 pm  Evensong %
b ro# (3
8 9:00am Holy Eucharist
10 10:30am  Holy Eucharist, + 1
8:00pm PCC Meeting, ) ,
12 3:00pm-  Rehearsal for concert-- / ! / 0
7:30pm Wimbledon Chamber Choir Concert
THE EIGHTH SUNDAY AFTER TRINITY
13 8:00am Holy Eucharist
9:30am Parish Eucharist

1 # - # -
6:30pm  Evensong % $
2 # 1 )*" 3 $#
15 9:00am Holy Eucharist, 4 *

17 10:30am  Holy Eucharist
THE NINTH SUNDAY AFTER TRINITY
20 8:00am Holy Eucharist
9:30am Parish Eucharist

1 # ) 3¢ " 3"
6:30pm  Evensong % 2
56 7 $ ) ! 3
22 9:00am Holy Eucharist, §g 7!
24 10:30am  Holy Eucharist,
26 1:00pm Wedding: 6 1 !
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THE TENTH SUNDAY AFTER TRINITY

27  8:00am Holy Eucharist
9:30am  Parish Eucharist

1 # ! T
6.30pm  Evensong % 2
56 7 3 " 1
29  9:00am  Holy Eucharist, 8 ) :
31  10:30am Holy Eucharist, - -/

AUGUST DIARY (Ist WE EK)

2 2:00pm  Wedding: b ! 9

e 33

2

4

THE ELEVENTH SUNDAY AFTER TRINITY

3 8:00am  Holy Eucharist 1
10:00am Parish Eucharist & Baptism

6.30pm  Evensong % #$
56 7 $ - -
5 9:00am  Holy Eucharist, <4 1
7 10:30am Holy Eucharist, (T X
For further information
no
From the Registers
BAPTISMS

Barnaby Blows Joseph Jayanathan
DEATHS

Charles Behr, George Snell, Sandy Sorrie,
Pamela Thomas, Nigel Thomas, Ivy Thompson

WEDDINGS
Ella O’Donnell & Mark Williams

17
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Transfigured by poverty
A Christian Aid Report May 2006

How do we respond when we en-
counter something truly amazing? |
don't mean how do we respond to
something that is simply beautiful
or clever but something which chal-
lenges the whole way we view the
world? These experiences are often
unexpected in their timing as well
as their content but they frequently
occur when one has already taken
the first few steps on a new path of
discipleship. Perhaps your moment
of transfiguration occurred when
you met by chance a visitor in
church or were undertaking what
you expected to be an arduous visit
to a parishioner. After this the world
looked different and what had
seemed ordinary took on a new sig-
nificance. When Peter, James and
John climbed up the mountain that
day with Jesus they did not expect
to see Moses and Elijah or hear
God's own voice declare that their
charismatic friend was the Messiah.
Likewise, working in an office in
London to get churches to support
Christian Aid | have been surprised
to find myself transfigured by
global poverty. The realisation of
the injustice of poverty and how I
collude with it and benefit by it, has
deeply challenged my understand-
ing of discipleship today.

Human beings are not generally
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speaking very good at responding
to dramatic revelation or change. .
The gospel accounts of the three
disciples' reaction to the revelation
that Jesus was God's Son display
some of the classic human coping
mechanisms for dealing with a
paradigm shift. One is to spiritual-
ise the experience, seeing it as add-
ing to one’s spiritual knowledge and
enriching one's own soul but with-
out any discernible effect on your
life as far as other people are con-
cerned. Another related reaction is
to try and preserve the experience
in the form it was received. To hold
on to it physically as the disciples
tried to do or mentally to preserve it
in aspic. To see it as the end rather
than as a step to some more funda-
mental change. Their responses
demonstrate that even when we
have transfiguration experiences we
are fallible in our interpretation of
them, often overwhelmed by tear,
pride, or being more impressed by
the packaging rather than by the
gift. While the disciples understood
Jesus was the Messiah they could
not accept the redemptive model of
service and suffering which he em-
bodied and to which he called and
continues to call his followers.
Faith in God is demonstrated as
well as renewed by action and ser-



vice on behalf of the poor, sick and
vulnerable.

Faith into action

Belief that Christians are called to
put faith into action drives Christian
Aid to work on behalf of the
churches in Britain and Ireland to
end the scandal of poverty and to
challenge the systems and structures
which perpetuate it. Christian Aid
works through local partners in the
poorest countries of the world to
deliver new life and new opportuni-
ties. This work is motivated by a
transfigurative experience. Together
we have seen with our own eyes
that people, communities and seem-
ingly hopeless situations can be
transformed through action under-
pinned by prayer, money and cam-
paigning. Poverty and injustice are
not what God wants for his children
who are made in his image. We
need to hear, as our supporters have
heard, the divine call to be transfig-
ured and to be agents of transfigura-
tion by working to eradicate pov-
erty. If we can't respond to the gos-
pel of good news to the poor we cut
ourselves off from the possibility of
becoming more Christ-like and be-
ing true reflections of God's glory.

It is not easy to respond to a trans-
figuring experience whether person-
ally experienced or reported by a
friend or trusted colleague. It some-
times requires further time for re-
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flection and learning before ac-
tion can be taken. The cloud
which obscured Jesus momentar-
ily from the disciples on the
mountain top, and disorientated
them, still enveloped their minds
as they met the people at the foot
of the mountain. Our engagement
with the challenge of, and solu-
tions to, global poverty can be
equally disorientating, as we con-
front our previously unques-
tioned assumptions and feel un-
expected emotions. It can be
scary to meet equal members of
the human family who we now
recognise are no longer separated
from us by time or space. It can
be painful to see the world
through God's eyes. And one can
be debilitated by guilt regarding
where we with our wealth and
opportunities fit in. But love, as
St Paul tells the Corinthians, has
to be the foundation stone for all
Christian work because ‘it bears
all things, believes all things,
hopes all things, endures all
things.” Love of God and of all
people opens us up to being
transfigured and equips us to de-
liver transfiguration to the many
situations in the world where it is
sorely needed. As Mamadou
Diop, who works for one of our
partners in Senegal put it, ‘a
drought of the heart is as devas-
tating as a drought in the land.’



We Christians often speak of our-
selves as a redeemed people, but we
are also a people of transfiguration
on a common journey of being
changed into Christ's likeness
through God's spirit at work in the
world. We must therefore be open
to the possibility that our under-
standing of any transfiguration is a
work in progress. For a long time
Christian Aid partners have worked
for sustainable development taking
into account the effect of develop-
ment on the local environment, the
huge threat of climate change on the
lives of millions of poor in the de-
veloping world now situates its
work in a different context. Nazmul
Chowdhury, from a Christian Aid
partner in Bangladesh says, ‘forget
about making poverty history. Cli-
mate change will make poverty per-
manent.’

Christian Aid's fight against global
poverty has always been rooted in
the biblical understanding of justice
found throughout the Bible; of the
God given responsibility of the
world's rich to the world's poor and
vulnerable. Sadly, the principle of
justice in an unequal world is seen
starkly in relation to climate
change. The people who are now
suffering most from climate change
are those least responsible for it.
People in sub-Saharan Africa for
example emit less than one tonne of
carbon per year.
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Yet people in the US emit more
than 24 tonnes per person and in
the UK the average person is re-
sponsible for around 10 tonnes.
While the UK produces 2% of the
world's COQ emissions within its
borders, it is estimated that the ac-
tivities of companies listed on the
London Stock Exchange, whose
goods and services we all buy and
who hold our pensions and invest-
ment funds, is responsible for 12-
15% of emissions. In our global-
ised world, a typical UK citizen
will wear clothes made in China,
eat vegetables grown in Kenya and
use electronic devices assembled in
Vietnam. Their savings and invest-
ments may fund mining in Peru or
oil and gas extraction in Nigeria.
More than any other campaign for
poverty eradication, the climate
change campaign involves us cam-
paigning not only to change gov-
ernment policy and corporate prac-
tice but also to transform ourselves
in relation to how we live.

Our progress in becoming more
Christ-like on through this cam-
paign requires perhaps a more ho-
listic understanding of what is re-
quired to turn faith into action than
many of us have had before. This
time our commitment requires of us
more than prayer and fundraising -
essential though these things are. It
also requires us to bring the poor
into our homes, offices and



churches when we make decisions
about such mundane things as light
bulbs, car journeys and shopping
bags. Yet we do not simply influ-
ence the world as individuals. We
are members of a democracy whose
government makes decisions which
affect the lives of those beyond its
national borders when it takes part
in international negotiations on
COQ emission or when it sets the
regulations under which companies
operate. We are more than just indi-
vidual consumers. We are children
of God “and if children, then heirs,
heirs of God.” As heirs made in the
image of a living God we should be
concerned about our own legacy of
justice. We have a double duty to
justice: to ensure that we do not per-
petuate climate injustice and that the
inheritance of both faith and crea-
tion we have is also part of the in-
heritance of succeeding generations.

This is why Christian Aid says that
the target of a 60% cut in carbon
emissions by 2050 proposed in the
Climate Change Bill needs to be
raised to over 80% and is calling for
the government to require all com-
panies by law to calculate and dis-
close in their annual reports a full
account of their global carbon foot-
print - at the same time asking com-
panies to support this demand and
commit to at least a 5% cut in their
CO02 emissions per year.

Please do not let your solidarity with
your brothers and sisters begin and
end at collecting literature on the
subject from a Christian Aid stall. .
Continue to deepen your commit-
ment to global justice by giving, act-
ing and praying, so that the justice
of earth may reflect the justice of
heaven.

Dr Cordelia Moyse

For Service
Contact: -

EASYFLOW PLUMBING
INSTALLATIONS
9 Quintin Avenue
Wimbledon SW20 8LD
Tel: 020 8543 1758
Malcolm Davids
Established in the industry since 1967

Registered with the Institute of Plumbing

hInstitute
of Plumbing




Tillman & Tsoukkas

Consulting Structural Engineers

Structural reports; Structural alterations
Subsidence claims; Party wall awards

Planning Advice: Extensions
Loft conversions: Basements
Building Regulations: Calculations & Drawings

020 8944 7575; fax 020 8994 7676
8 The Broadway, Wimbledon SW19 1RF
tillman_tsoukkas@btinternet.com
www.tilimantsoukkas.co.uk

~—y—, * Freeestimates
/_I:E(ﬂ_\r@@ﬁ h\‘, * Free carpet samples
+ Available for measures / quotes evenings

tiﬂﬂ@ﬂﬂ!m Ry /* and weekends
i.\_h

» Made-to-measure rugs and runner service

,__,- * Quality carpet remnants at clearance
prices

Suppliers and installers of
superior carpets and flooring

Contact Simon Puxty
Mob: 07813 107619 Email: floorsforthought@aol.com

The Homeserve Professionals -
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Field of gold

When | wake from my sleep in the field of gold

I will rise up like a child, no longer feeling old and tired
but refreshed and excited as | start to explore the
beauty of the environment around me.

As | stop to smell the golden daffodils

a butterfly appears and | am entranced as it
flies on ahead enticing me to follow joyfully
as it weaves its way in and out of the beautiful
flowers in my new landscape of gold

With childlike determination I long to capture this
enchanting creature and feel the gentle breeze of its

tiny wings against my skin, but as I close my hands

around its delicate body it flies off again and |

willingly follow, letting it lead me into the cool of the forest.

I stop a while and in awe survey the majesty of

the magnificent structures around me and then as |

start to look down again my eyes are drawn to

a place where the suns rays seep through the

canopy of green spreading like circles of fire as they reach the ground.

My heart begins to pound with anticipation as

| race towards this new source of beauty

When suddenly there is a clearing by the river of life

I know that my journey is complete and | take my place

with all God’s children at the Feet of Jesus, My precious Lord and Saviour.

Dear Father, | pray that heaven will be as beautiful as this
For all those who, in faith, have set their hearts and souls
On your eternal blessings.
In Jesus’ Name. Amen, Amen.
Angela Hawkins
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A TRADITION OF TRUST AT YOUR
TIME OF NEED

From advice on how to register a death to making all the arrangements,
we’re here 24 hours a day, offering a sympathetic and understanding service.

FREDERICK W PAINE

FUNERAL DIRECTORS & MEMORIAL CONSULTANTS
« 26 Crown Lane, MORDEN 020 8542 1214

(Funeral Director, Mr Bruce Haworth)

. 6 Coombe Lane, RAYNES PARK 020 8946 1974

(Funeral Director, Mr Maurice Brumpton)

Part of Dignity plc. A British company D‘l.gut}"
www.dignityfunerals.co.uk SERNICES
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Crossword

Across:

1. Comes closer (5)

4. Get together again (7)
8. Praise (7)

9. African mammal (5)
10. Biblical character (4)
11. Mary’s mother (3)
12. Gifts for the poor (4)
15. Occupy completely (4)
16. Biblical book (4)

18. Another 16 across (4)
19. Seat in church (3)

20. Real (4)

24. Din (5)

25. The same (7)

26. Held in church (7)
27. Christ was (5)

Down:

1. Part of the bible (3, 10)

2. Main artery (5)

3. Area of London (4)

4. Regret (6)

5. Without sin (4)

6. Foretellers of the future (7)
7. Ministers talk (7,6)

13. Worn in church (3)

14. Cold (3)

15. He works with horses (7)
17. Disprove (6)

21. Crosses (5)

22. Half (4)

23. Coffin stand (4)



St Mary’s directory

VICAR Reverend John Hayward Tel 020 8543 6192
Merton Vicarage Church Path SW19 3HJ
Email  vicar@stmarysmerton.org.uk

HON.READERS  Mr Alan Morris Tel 020 8542 5086
39 Dorset Road SW19 3EZ Email  alanmorris.training
@tiscali.co.uk
Mrs Barbara Moreland Tel 020 8542 3427
23 Melrose Road SW19 3HF Email Barbara.moreland@
kcl.ac.uk
SOUTHWARK Mrs Brenda Richards Tel 020 8540 4769
PASTORAL 73 Sandbourne Avenue SW19 3EH Email  eric.brenda@
AUXILLIARY therichardshome.net
CHURCH Mr Neville Squires Tel 020 8542 5381
WARDENS 20 KenleyRoad SW19 8JQ Email  nevillejsqu@yahoo.co.uk
Mrs Hazel Abbott Tel 020 8286 8099
65 Poplar Road SW19 3JS Email  abbotthazel@hotmail.com

SUNDAY CLUB  The Church Hall 9.30 am

CRECHE Mr Simon Hillson 24 Wilton Crescent SW19 3QZ Tel 020 8543 5818
The Church Hall 9.30am

DIRECTOR OF Mr Karl Dorman 51 Bembridge House, Iron Mill Tel 07870 938167

MUSIC Road, Wandsworth, London SW18 2AQ Email  KarljDorman@hotmail.com

ELECTORAL Mrs Barbara Moreland Tel 020 8542 3427

ROLL OFFICER 23 Melrose Road SW19 3HF Email  Barbara.moreland@
kcl.ac.uk

SECRETARY TO  Mrs Kate Charles Tel/Fax 020 8543 9186

THEPCC 47 Poplar Road SW19 3JS Email

PAROCHIAL Mr M Hackforth-Jones Tel 020 8543 6184

TREASURER 1 Church Lane SW19 3NY

PROMISED Mr A Mills Tel 020 8543 8302

OFFERINGS 36 Cranleigh Road SW19 3LU

RECORDER

TRANSPORT Miss Margaret Plastow Tel 020 8542 2904

ORGANISER

PARISH HALL Mr Ray Ball Tel 020 8540 5362

MANAGER 15 Quintin Avenue SW20 8LD

BOOKINGS SEC-  Mrs Krysia Williams Tel 020 8542 8687

RETARY 21 Church Lane SW19 3PD Email  krysia.willams@
btopenworld.com

CARETAKER Mr & Mrs E Martin 13 Church Path SW19 3HJ Tel 020 8540 2479

WEDDINGS AND BANNS ARE DEALT WITH DURING OFFICE HOURS (MON-FRI 8AM - 12 NOON) IN THE PARISH
OFFICE. (TEL: 0208 542 1760)
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ALTAR SERVERS
Secretary Mr LD Morley
26 Old School Close SW19
020 8542 2853

BELL RINGERS Monday 7.45pm Church
Tower Captain Niki Tompkinson

29 Wilton Grove SW19 3QZ

020 8540 9059

BIBLE READING FELLOWSHIP
Mr Neville Squires

20 Kenley Road SW19

020 8542 5381

CHOIR

Mr Karl Dorman

Fridays 7.00-8.30pm Church

Men Fridays from 8.00pm Church

CHURCH CLEANERS -

CHURCH FLOWERS
Mrs Sheila Martin

7 Church Path SW19 3HJ
020 8542 8979

MOTHERS’ UNION

Mothers’ Union 1st Tuesday in the month 2.00pm
Joy Mills

13 Andridge Court 2a Church Lane SW19

020 8540 1515

VISITING SCHEME COORDINATOR
Kate Charles

47 Poplar Road SW19

020 8543 9186

ROAD WARDENS

Mr G Clark & Mrs D.Cairns
62 Mostyn Road SW19

020 8542 9101

SACRIST and VERGER

Mrs A Simpson

14 Tybenham Road SW19 3LA
020 8543 3764

SIDESPERSONS

Derek Cox

49 Tybenham Road SW19
020 8542 2174

ST MARY’S BADMINTON CLUB Thursdays 8.00pm
Mr Justin Pieris

13 Keswick Avenue SW19 3JE

020 8542 0132

THE CHILDREN’S SOCIETY
Mr G Clark

62 Mostyn Road SW19

020 8542 9101

GUIDE COMPANY

Rainbows 1st Merton Park Wednesdays 5.30-6.30pm
Martin Way Methodist Church Hall Martin Way Morden
Mrs Geraldine Ellis

22 Northway Morden SM4 4HF

020 8542 4758

BROWNIES

1st Merton Park Tuesdays 6.00pm
Allison Lister

64 Sandbourne Avenue SW19
020 8540 1620

6th Merton Park Mondays 5.45pm

Martin Way Methodist Church Hall, Morden
Sally Holmes

19 Fairway

Carshalton Beeches SM5 4HR

GUIDES Wednesdays 7.30pm-9.00pm
Martin Way Methodist Church Hall, Morden
Mrs M Apted

13 Cannon Close SW20 9HA

020 8540 5799

SCOUT GROUP 1st Merton Park

Group Scout Leader Vicky Tullett

116 Brighton Road, Burgh Heath, Tadworth KT20 6AQ
01737 354130

EXPLORER SCOUTS

Wednesdays 7.30-9.30pm

Leader Clive Tullett

116 Brighton Road, Burgh Heath, Tadworth KT20 6AQ
01737 354130

SCOUTS Wednesdays 7.15-8.45pm

Leader Mr M Clark

5 Riverside Drive Mitcham Surrey CR4 4BR
020 8648 5043

Nelson Pack Thursdays 6.15-7.45pm

Leader Mrs J.Clark

5 Riverside Drive, Mitcham, Surrey CR4 4BR
020 8648 5043

BEAVERS Mondays 6.00-7.15pm
Leader Carol Martin

13 Church Path SW19 3HJ

020 8540 2479

PARISH PLAYERS Tuesdays 7.45pm
Secretary Clare Quinn

19 Shaldon Drive Morden SM4 4BE

020 8542 5045 clare.quinn@blueyonder.co.uk

WHIST DRIVE 2nd Monday of Month 8pm
Miss Joyce Clay

137 Poplar Road South SW19 32

020 8540 6578
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ST. MARY’S CHURCH HALL
The perfect venue for
Weddings - Receptions - Dances - Birthdays
Anniversary Celebrations - Children's Parties
Nurseries - Playgroups - Film Shows
Whist Drives « Stage Productions

St. Mary's offers you a large hall with a stage and a second smaller hall—
both with access to kitchen, cloakrooms. tables, chairs etc. Plus disabled
facilities and parking.

Marquees in St Mary*s Merton Glebe

We have a beautiful Glebe Field next to the Church of St Mary's. So if you
would like a truly rural setting for your wedding reception, but still want to
be married in London, then look at St Mary's Glebe Field.

For more information, ring Krysia Williams, the Hall Booking Secretary, on
020 8542 8687, contact her by email at krysia.williams@btopenworld.com
or see our web page www.stmarysmerton.org.uk/hall.htm.
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RUTLISH FOUNDATION

The Trustees of the Rutlish Foundation offers Grants to young people born
or ordinarily resident within the boundaries of the Ancient Parish of Merton,
or who have attended Rutlish School for at least three years.

The Ancient Parish of Merton comprises the present day parishes of St
Mary, Merton; St John the Divine, Merton; St James, Merton; St Saviour,
Raynes Park, and Holy Cross, Motspur Park.

The Grants are intended to assist students at Universities, Teacher Training
Colleges or other places of higher education. The amount available each
year is limited.

Applications must be submitted by 30th September for the ensuing aca-
demic year.

Application forms or further information may be obtained from:
Mr Graham W Mills, Clerk to the Trustees,

C/o Rutlish School, Watery Lane, London SW20 9AD

email: grahamw.mills@btinternet.com




