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WOULD YOU LIKE TO 

LEARN THE PIANO OR 

ORGAN?? 

 

Karl  Dorman is looking to ex-

pand his private pupilage. If 

you would like lessons in Pi-

ano, Organ Theory or General 

Musicianship, beginners to ad-

vanced level call him on: 

 

07870 938167 

(Karl is willing to travel) 

 

 

 

MILITARY WHIST  

DRIVE  

 MONDAY 13 december  

7:30 pm  

 

 
TOP PRICES PAID FOR HOUSE  

CLEARANCES 
 

(ALL PROFITS TO CHURCH FUNDS) 
 
 

VALUATIONS IN RETURN FOR 

DONATION TO CHURCH 

FUNDS 
 

ALSO SMALL ITEMS 

PURCHASED OR ITEMS 

FOR DONATION COLLECTED 

 
Contact: Chris Spencer of 

BBC'sAntique Roadshow and a 

Consultant Editor of Millers 

 Antiques Guide on  

8542 5000 (evenings & leave mes-

sage, or if urgent 01326218718)  
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Church 

Vicarôs letter 

T he cycle of the year has re-

volved once more and Ad-

vent ushers us towards the mys-

tery of the Incarnation; the deep 

purple colour of our church vest-

ments preparing us for the joys to 

come. 

 

 'Drop down ye heavens from 

above 

and let the skies pour down right-

eousness' 

 

 is the Advent cry. Our attention 

is drawn up to heaven to contem-

plate the 'last things', as ponder-

ing the Christmas story about to 

reveal itself again, we are caught 

up in the sheer wonder of its 

truth. Charles Wesley captured 

the rich seasonal themes and ex-

pressed them in the time and 

tested hymns and carols which he 

wrote, including 'Love divine, all 

loves excelling', 'Hark, the herald 

-angels sing',  and the advent 

hymn 'Come, thou long expected 

Jesus'. At its heart, advent pre-

pares us to wait and keep our 

longing alive so with eagerness 

we stoke the fires of expectation. 

To get the most out of the season 

and the Christmas Festival it ush-

ers in, we must allow desire to 

inhabit our hearts and minds and 

to be desirous of its truth and joy. 

Just as the Church only confirms 

those desirous of it, (not at the 

behest of another) the wondrous 

gift of Christmas is truly given to 

those who look forward to it and 

desire to behold its mystery. 

 

It celebrates a love divine, a love, 

all loves excelling, the joy of 

heaven, to earth come down! 

These words of Charles Wesley's 

hymn deserve re-reading time 

and again until they fix in us 

God's humble dwelling. Visiting, 

from above, is central to it all. 

We invite God, through the Holy 

Spirit to visit us and having come 

down, to dwell among us, enter-

ing every trembling heart, visit-

ing us with divine salvation. The 

shepherds and angels visit the 

Christ-Child in the manger and 

before long Jesus is visited by 

Three Kings from Persian lands 

afar. The visiting and the gift of 

it all echoed in the tradition of 

the descent of Father Christmas 

through the chimney and the lov-
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MOTHERSô UNION 

 

Tuesday 7th December 

1.45pm for 2pm 

 

The mothersô Union at work 

in this Parish 

 

Come and hear! 

 

 

Bargain Art Centre  

020 8540 9600 

ing exchange of presents. In a 

nutshell, God became human that 

we might become divine and the 

marvel of what is on offer is that 

in this divine exchange, we gain 

a Saviour who, as flesh of our 

own flesh, is able to sympathise 

with us and lift us to unimagin-

able heights. As creatures of 

God's creation, we realise how 

ambitious is the plan of God so 

that, again in the words of 

Charles Wesley, we cry out: 

 

Finish then thy new creation: 

pure and spotless let us be; 

let us see thy great salvation, 

perfectly restored in thee. 

 

May this work of re-creation 

then, stir deeply within your soul 

so, humbled as surely we must 

be, by the outpouring of such un-

deserved grace, we might be: 

 

changed from glory into glory, 

till in heaven we take our place, 

till we cast our crowns before 

thee, 

lost in wonder, love, and praise. 

 

 With every blessing for Advent 

and Christmas 

 

From John 
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Saturday, February 5 2011. 

In the Church Hall, Church 

Path 6: 45 PM for a prompt 

start at 7 PM 

 

W e now have a number 

of items promised for 

St Mary's auction sale on 5 

February - for which I am very 

grateful indeed. Up to this 

point, we have emphasised 

that this is an auction of prom-

ises; but it does seem now that 

we need quite a number of 

things for sale, too. 

Not for one moment do I want 

us to hold back on promises; 

but if you have, also, any thing 

not too bulky and likely to sell, 

that you are willing to give to 

support such an excellent 

cause as we have on this occa-

sion, then I will be delighted to 

hear from you. 

May I remind you of what the 

excellent cause is that we are 

supporting? Clive Tullett and 

his Explorer Scouts will be go-

ing as a working party, once 

again, to Malindi in Kenya for 

a fortnight during 2011. 

They will be completing 

their work, carried out over 

a number of years, con-

structing a mother and baby 

clinic. The importance of 

this clinic can scarcely be 

over-emphasised: in conse-

quence of its being in exis-

tence many, many, babies 

and mothers are with us to-

day where otherwise they 

would have died. Clive's 

visit in 2011, with his 

Scouts, will see the final 

touches in terms of a pe-

rimeter fence and other 

items still outstanding, 

bringing to a conclusion a 

magnificent achievement. 

And, if that was not enough, 

there is more to it than that. 

Those of us who have heard, 

from members of the Ex-

plorer Scouts, just what 

these visits to Kenya have 

meant for them, will realise 

that here we see some of the 

most exemplary education 

Auction sale  
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and training for young peo-

ple that could be experi-

enced. 

To start off with, they have 

to find the money, on their 

own account, for their air 

fare. And then, the whole 

expedition has the feel of 

frugality about it. And then, 

there is the companionship - 

companionship between 

themselves and with the Af-

ricans with whom they 

work. And then, there is the 

experience of Africa, so dif-

ferent and with so much to 

teach. 

This, then, is what it is our 

privilege to support. Let us 

put our backs into it - as 

they do. Please respond; 

please tell other people 

about it; please ask the peo-

ple you tell to tell it abroad 

themselves. 

Open up your attics; see 

what you've got! Fill in the 

form overleaf. 

 

Thank you, so much. 

Alan Morris  

0208 540 9443 e-mail: train-

ing@alansmorris.plus.com 
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OFFER FOR AUCTION OF GIFTS AND PROMISES 

  

Auction to be held at St Mary's Church Hall, Merton Park on Saturday, 

February 5 2011 

 

Doors open 6:45 p.m.; auction starts at 7:00 p.m. . 

 

Proceeds go, in their entirety, to the completion, by the Merton Park 

Explorer Scouts, of the construction of the maternity facilities at Ma-

lindi, Kenya under their leader Clive Tullett. 

 

NAME (it would be helpful if you would give your First Name as well 

 

as Surname, please)  ............................................................. 

 

ADDRESS ................................................................................ 

 

TELEPHONE NO. .................................................................. 

 

I offer ééééééééééééééééééééééé. 

 

 éééééééééééééééééééééééééééé 

 

I will/will not provide materials (where relevant) 

 

SIGNATURE  ééééééééééééééééééééé. 

 

Parent's signature for those under 16 ................................................. 

 

Some suggestions are posted in St Mary's Parish Magazine (November 

onwards). 

 

Please return form to Clive Tullett, Neville Squires or Hazel Abbott 

(Church Wardens) or Alan Morris (39 Dorset Road). 

 

THANK YOU VERY MUCH (giving a promise or a gift for auction does not 

mean that you will have to be at the event- although, of course, we would very much 

like you to be there anyway!) 
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Parish Players presents  

Beauty and The Beast  

A family pantomime  

by Bradford & Webster  

St Mary's Church Hall, Church Path  

 Merton Park, SW19 3HJ  

Wednesday 5th January  

to Saturday 8th January 2011  

Performances at 7.45pm 

plus  Saturday  matinee at  2.30pm  

All seats: £9  

Saturday Matinee: Children £4  

Book  online at  parishplayers.net  

Telephone: 07546 065 267  
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I B WETHERELL  
BUILDING AND ROOFING CONTRACTORS  

~~~~~~~~~~~  
SPECIALISTS IN EXTENSIONS  

AND  
LOFT CONVERSIONS  

~~~~~~~~~~~  
FREE QUOTATIONS  

 
Telephone & Fax: 020 8393 6119  

Mobile: 07860 613873  
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Please pray: 

1.   For all who give time to visit/entertain troops in Afghanistan to boost morale 

2.   For all who nurse relatives at home 

3.   For Carol and Eric, our Hall Caretakers 

4.   For community spirit and enjoyment at our Christmas Fair today 

5.   THE SECOND SUNDAY OF ADVENT  For our continuing spiritual prepara-

tion for Christmas 

6.   Bless all who teach in schools, colleges or universities 

7.   For the work of Breakthrough Breast Cancer 

8.   For all who live in difficult, dangerous or heart-breaking situations 

9.   For the leaders of trade unions 

10.  For chiropractors and osteopaths 

11.  Ember Day    For all in training for ministry, lay or ordained 

12.  THE THIRD SUNDAY OF ADVENT  May the Holy Spirit open our eyes to 

see the truth and our hearts to receive it. 

13.  For Cadet Forces, particularly the one at Rutlish School 

14.  John of the Cross   Thanking God for his spiritual writings and teaching 

15.  For all who suffer epilepsy and their families/carers 

16.  For our Parish Carol Singing tonight in aid of Crisis 

17.  For Karl and our choir as they prepare all their Christmas music offerings 

18.  For farmers and their concerns for their animals as the worst of winter ap-

proaches 

19.  THE FOURTH SUNDAY OF ADVENT  For Amy Jo and our Sunday Club,

 especially as they present their Nativity Play this morning 
20.  For safe and responsible travelling for all making journeys over this season 

21.  For all who mourn, especially those for whom this is the first Christmas without them 

22.  For the Childrenôs Society who will benefit from our Christingle services on 

Friday 
23.  For the Atkinson Morley Hospital and its specialist work on things of the brain 

24.  CHRISTMAS EVE  For all who come to the Christingle services today 

25.  CHRISTMAS DAY  Thanking God for the gift of His Son and for the love of Christ in 

our lives 

26.  Stephen, First Martyr  Give us grace to love and pray for even those who hurt or wrong 

us 

27.  John, Apostle and Evangelist  That the knowledge of the truth may guide us in 

       all our decisions 

28.  The Holy Innocents  For all children who are abused in any way 

29.  Thomas Becket, Archbishop of Canterbury, Martyr   For Rowan, Archbishop 

       of Canterbury now 

30.  For those handicapped in mind or body 

31.  Giving thanks for the blessings of the past year and that we have had the strength 

       and faith to come through any difficulties 

Prayer Calendar 
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T wo or three houses at the 

side of a rural main road. 

What is this a picture of? 

In 1905, the composer Ralph 

Vaughan Williams collected sev-

eral folk songs from a singer, 

Mrs Harriet Verrall.  

 

One of them ran: 

Our captain cried, ñAll hands! 

and away tomorrow!ò 

Leaving these girls behind in 

grief and sorrow. 

What makes you go abroad, 

fighting for strangers 

When you could stop at home, 

free from all dangers? 

Not long afterwards, he adapted 

the tune to something completely 

different ï John  Bunyanôs well-

known hymn: 

 

He who would valiant be ógainst 

all disaster, 

Let him in constancy follow the 

Master. 

Thereôs no discouragement shall 

make him once relent 

His first avowed intent to be a 

pilgrim. 

 

Perhaps you know the tune now? 

The tune is called ñMonkôs 

Gateò: this is not because of the 

aspirations of the hymn (though 

it could be!). Itôs named after the 

Harriet Verrall  
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actual place it came from. 

Monkôs Gate, pictured above, is 

about a mile south-east of Hor-

sham, and one of those cottages 

in the picture could have been 

Harriet Verrallôs. It was in those 

days a secluded rural hamlet.  

 

Of course it would not remain so 

for much longer. Similarly, in 

1905 folk singing was already a 

dying art.  

There is no record of Harriet 

Verrall again until 1920, when 

someone of her name (if it is her) 

appears in a deed giving her an 

acre and a half of land on the 

south coast. In those changed 

times she must have long given 

up folk singing; but that tune, and 

others, live on in hymns and 

other works for which they have 

been adapted. 

Neville Squires 

Answers to last monthôs crossword: 

Across: 1.Convert 5.Banns 8.Aimed 9.Meanest 10.Tendril 11.Tie in 

12.Hallow 14.Cyclic 17.Mecca 19.Minster 22.Overoil 23.Verbs 24.Kitty 

25.Strayed Down: 1.Chant 2.Nominal 3.Elder 4.Temple 5.Beastly 6.Niece 

7.Satanic12. Hammock 13.Oratory 15.Liturgy 16.Ambles 18.Cleft 20.Never 

21.Rased  

Concert in aid of the Relief Effort in Pakistan 

  

I will be performing a concert on Dec. 12th at Merton Parish Church 

(www.stmarysmerton.org.uk) at 7.30pm in aid of the relief effort in 

Pakistan. The concert will also feature some chamber music by Blavet 

as well as organ works by Bach and the monumental Choral II by 

Franck. 

  

I hope you can come it would be nice to see you, 

  

Large screen projection 

Retiring collection 

  

 Karl Dorman 

http://www.stmarysmerton.org.uk
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A TRADITION  OF TRUST AT YOUR 
TIME  OF NEED 

From advice on how to register a death to making all the arrangements, 

weõre here 24 hours a day, offering a sympathetic and understanding service. 
 

FREDERICK W PAINE 
FUNERAL DIRECTORS & M EMORIAL CONSULTANTS 

¶ 26 Crown Lane, MORDEN 020 8542 1214 
(Funeral Director, Mr Bruce Haworth) 

¶ 6 Coombe Lane, RAYNES PARK 020 8946 1974 
(Funeral Director, Mr Maurice Brumpton) 

 
Part of Dignity plc. A British company 

www.dignityfunerals.co.uk 

 

Piano Tutor 
 

Pamela Rose  A.R.C.M. 

 

 

 

Tel: 020 8543 0060 

 

Mobile: 07765 252 434

 

Electric Guitar Tuition  
 

Kaleb Rose 
 

Beginners to Advanced 

 

 
 

 

Tel: 020 8543 0060 

http://images.google.co.uk/imgres?imgurl=http://images.paraorkut.com/img/pics/images/g/guitar-12056.jpg&imgrefurl=http://graphicshunt.com/search/3/guitars.htm&usg=__EU0aYIL9PRtKljOgcp1Z-YVQf6w=&h=339&w=380&sz=26&hl=en&start=13&tbnid=bZ7ff4_Yz5nzoM:&tbnh=
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Spirituality  
The Truth about One Self 
ó...God has placed in the human heart a desire to know the truth ï in a 

word to know himself ï so that, by knowing and loving God, men and 

women may come to the fullness of truth about themselves.ô  

John Paul. Encyclical letter Fides et Ratio. 

 

To enable us to discover the truth about ourselves, and free ourselves 

from ideas of what we are not, wise men from the East insist that three 

graces are essential; the grace of the Scriptures, the grace of a Teacher 

and the grace of the Self. 

The grace of the Scriptures is availed through listening and then, after 

due reflection, putting the spiritual knowledge into practice attentively. 

The grace of a Teacher is twofold. He offers advice from personal 

application of the Scriptures and makes available facilities for prayer 

and worship. 

But, say the wise, before these two graces can help one needs the grace 

from the Self. For no matter how many scriptures may grace with 

expositions and no matter how many teachers may grace with advice 

and excellent facilities for worship and praise, unless one is graced by 

oneself, nothing can succeed. The initial grace is self grace. One must 

have oneôs own desire for Truth and Freedom.  

Hubert Bradbury 

 

Care of the Soul 

I t is no small pity... that, through our own fault, we do not understand 

ourselves, or know who we are... As to what good qualities there may 

be in our souls, or who dwells within them, or how precious they are ï 

those are things which we so seldom consider and so we care little 

about carefully preserving the soulôs beauty. All our interest is centred 

on in the rough setting of the diamond and in the outer wall of the 

castle that is to say these bodies of ours. 

St Teresa of Avila 

 

I  am the Self seated in the heart of all beings. 

Verse 20 Chapter 10 of the Bhagavad GitǕ 
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D E C E M B E R   D I A R Y   2 0 1 0  

2   10:30am   Holy Eucharist, Francis Xavier, Missionary, Apostle of the Indies 

      7:00pm    Wedding rehearsal 

4   11-2:00pm Christmas Fair, see pew sheet for details 

     1:30pm    Wedding:  Karen Bayley & Daryl Smith   
 

5    THE SECOND SUNDAY OF ADVENT  

      8:00am  Parish Eucharist              Isaiah 11:1-10; Matt 3: 1-12 

     10:00am  Parish Eucharist with Baptisms             Matt 3: 1-6, 11-12 

      6:30pm   Evensong                      Ps 11             I Kings 18: 17-39 

                                                       John 1: 19-28 
 

7    9:00am   Holy Eucharist, Ambrose,  Bishop of Milan, Teacher 

9   10:30am  Holy Eucharist, The conception of the Blessed Virgin Mary 
 

 

12  THE THIRD SUNDAY OF ADVENT  

      8:00am  Parish Eucharist              Isaiah 35:1-10; Matt 11: 2-11   

      9:30am  Parish Eucharist              Isaiah 35:1-10; Matt 11: 2-11   

     11am-12noon Occasional Singers rehearse 

      6:30pm  Evensong                       Ps 12              Isa 5: 8-end 

                                                        John 5: 31-40  
 

14  9:00am   Holy Eucharist, John of the Cross, Poet, Teacher 

16 10:30am  Holy Eucharist, Eglantyne Jebb, Founder of ôSave the Childrenõ 

                 7:00pm   Carol Singing for Crisis, see pew sheet for details 
 

18  1:00pm Wedding:  Rose Lawrence & Philip Davies 
 

19  THE FOURTH SUNDAY OF ADVENT  

      8:00am  Parish Eucharist              Isaiah 7:10-16; Matt 1: 18-end 

      9:30am  Parish Eucharist & Nativity Play  Isaiah 7:10-16; Matt 1: 18-end 

      6:30pm  Nine Lessons & Carols 
                                                        

21  9:00am   Holy Eucharist 

23 10:30am  Holy Eucharist 

 
 

24 CHRISTMAS EVE  

      3:30pm   Crib Service with Christingle           

      5:00pm   Nativity Play with Christingle 

      11:30pm  Midnight Eucharist        Isa 9: 2-7; Luke 2: 8-20 
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D E C E M B E R   D I A R Y   2 0 1 0  
 

25  CHRISTMAS  

      10:00am  Parish Eucharist     John 1: 1-14 

 

26   THE FIRST SUNDAY OF CHRISTMAS  
       8:00am  No service 

       9:30am  Parish Eucharist    Book of Common Prayer 

                                              I John chapt 1;            John 21: 19b-end  

       6:30pm  No service        

 

28   9:00am   Holy Communion, The Holy Innocents  

30  10:30am  Holy Communion, Thomas Becket, Archbishop of  

                                                 Canterbury,  Martyr 

      
      J A N U A R Y   D I A R Y  2 0 1 1  

 
2    THE SECOND  SUNDAY OF CHRISTMAS  

       8:00am  Parish Eucharist     Eph 1: 3-14; John 1: 10-18 

       10:00am  Parish Eucharist   Eph 1: 3-14; John 1: 10-18 

       Celebrant: The Reverend Mark Budden 

       6:30pm  Evensong              Ps 135    Isa 41: 21-42: 4;   Col 1: 1-14                 

       Occasional Singers at all services am/pm 

 

4     9:00am  Holy Communion 

6     10:30am Holy Eucharist, The Epiphany 
        

        For further information please contact either the wardens or the 

parish office. 

BAPTISMS            WEDDINGS         DEATHS                                                 

Samuel Ford               Vikki Mountain          Enid Henley 

William Sargeant        & Daniel Cohen                                                                                          

Alexandra Milne                       

Florence Walsh                      

Jack Walsh                      

BAPTISMS            WEDDINGS         DEATHS                                                 

Samuel Ford               Vikki Mountain          Enid Henley 

William Sargeant        & Daniel Cohen                                                                                          

Alexandra Milne                       

Florence Walsh                      

F r o m   the   R e g i s t e r s 
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Tillman & Tsoukkas 
 

Consulting Structural Engineers 
 

      Structural reports;  Structural alterations 
 

Subsidence claims;  Party wall awards 
 

                     Planning Advice:  Extensions 
 

                     Loft conversions:  Basements 
 

       Building Regulations:  Calculations & Drawings 
 
 

020 8944 7575; fax 020 8994 7676 
 

8 The Broadway, Wimbledon SW19 1RF  
 

tillman_tsoukkas@btinternet.com 
 

www.tillmantsoukkas.co.uk 

Å  Free estimates 

Å  Free carpet samples 

Å  Available for measures / quotes evenings  

   and weekends 

Å  Made-to-measure rugs and runner service 

Å  Quality carpet remnants at clearance 
prices 

Suppliers and installers of 

superior carpets and flooring 

Contact Simon Puxty  
Mob: 07813 107619 Email: floorsforthought@aol.com  

The Homeserve Professionals - 

mailto:floorsforthought@aol.com
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The Bible and the Temple 

T he Bible begins and ends in the 

temple. Genesis begins with the 

six days of creation, then Eden, then 

Adam and Eve being banished from 

Eden and from the tree of life 

(Gen.3:22-4). Revelation begins with 

Jesus promising the faithful Christians 

that they will eat once more from the 

tree of life (Rev.2.7 also 22.14), and 

ends with all the faithful servants 

standing before the throne of God and 

the Lamb, by the tree of life (Rev.22.1-

S). The story of Revelation is in effect 

the reversal of Genesis 1-3, and both 

stories are set in the temple, although 

this is not immediately obvious. 

The temple was a larger version of the 

tabernacle. Although the two systems 

were not identical in every detail, the 

furnishings, rituals and meaning of the 

tabernacle are the best guide we have 

to the furnishings, rituals and meaning 

of the temple. The Lord said to Moses: 

'Let them make me a sanctuary that I 

may dwell in their midst' (Exod.25.8), 

but this meant far more than the taber-

nacle being a visible sign of the Lord 

in the centre of their desert commu-

nity. It also meant that the Lord was 

the centre of their world view, not 'up 

there'. 

The Lord then said to Moses: 

'According to all that I show you con-

cerning the pattern of the tabernacle 

and all of its furniture, so you shall 

make it' (Exod.25:9). Again, the obvi-

ous understanding of this verse is only 

one part of the meaning. In the time of 

Jesus, people believed that when 

Moses was on Sinai for six days 

(Exod.24:15-16), he was given a vi-

sion of the creation, and it was these 

six days of his vision that were the six 

days of creation in Genesis 1. Moses 

was then to represent the creation, 

which was 'All that I show you con-

cerning the pattern of the tabernacle.' 

The various parts of the tabernacle 

were made, and then Moses assembled 

them, as described in Exodus 40:16-

32. The stages of assembling the taber-

nacle correspond to the six days of 

creation.  Each stage of assembling the 

tabernacle is marked by 'As the Lord 

commanded Mosesô and by comparing 

these sections in Exodus 40 with 

Genesis 1, it is possible to work out 

what each part of the tabernacle repre-

sented. 

The veil represented the firmament of 

the second day 

The table for cereal offerings repre-

sented the plant creation of the 

third day 

The seven branched lamp represented 

the sun, moon and stars of the 

fourth day 

[The fifth day is where the Exodus text 

is slightly disordered and the pat-

tern is lost.] 

The laver of water for washing the 

priests represented the creation of 

the human being on the sixth day 

The beginning of creation had a spe-

cial significance. The Hebrew does not 
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say it was 'the first dayô despite the 

English translations. It says Day One. 

The origin of creation was not part of 

the time sequence of the rest of crea-

tion. It was not the first, followed by 

the second, third, fourth and so on. The 

origin of creation was outside time, and 

hidden by the veil. In the tabernacle 

and the temple, this state outside time 

was represented by the holy of holies, 

'heaven' or 'eternity'. It was the glory of 

God. The tabernacle and temple model 

of the creation reminds us that heaven 

is not 'up there; but 'in our midst.' In 

both the tabernacle and the temple, it 

was the place where the Lord appeared: 

over the mercy seat with the cherubim 

that was set over the ark (Exodus25:22-

23) or on the throne with the seraphim 

(lsa.6:1-5). 

Heaven or the holy of holies was the 

state where God ruled on his throne. 

He was in the midst, and this was his 

kingdom. When Jesus said: 'the king-

dom of God is in the midst of 

you' (Lk17:21) he was reminding the 

Pharisees of something they had 

known for a long time. The Lord had 

said to Moses: 'Let them make me a 

holy place that I may dwell in the 

midst.' 

The creation was represented by the 

temple, and the pattern of correspon-

dences shows that Adam was the first 

high priest. He was set in Eden 'to till it 

and to keep it' (Gen.2:15), but those 

two words also have another 'temple' 

meaning. The same Hebrew words can 

mean 'to lead a service of worship' and 

'to preserve the teachings'. None of the 

interpretations in the time of Jesus 

thought the words had anything to do 

with gardening, but they did imply that 

Adam's worship was his care of the 

earth. He was the high priest of crea-

tion, and he was, said the legends, 

vested in garments of glory. 

When Adam and Eve listened to the 

snake, they knew they were naked 

(Gen.3:7). This means they knew they 

had lost their garments of high priest-

hood, they had lost their intended food 

- the fruit of the tree of life - and they 

then lost Eden. The New Testament 

story reverses all this: Jesus was the 

new Adam (1 Cor .15:45), he was the 

great high priest (Heb.4:14) and he 

was seen in garments of glory (Lk 

9:29), which all Christians would also 

wear again (2 Cor.3:18). They would 

appear in the holy of holies before the 

throne, illumined by the light of the 

lord, with the name on their foreheads 

- the mark of high priesthood 

(Rev.22.4-5), and with access to the 

tree of life (Rev.22:1 4). 

This is one pattern of temple imagery 

in the Bible. The key words in Chris-

tian teaching, such as incarnation, res-

urrection, atonement and covenant, all 

have their roots in temple tradition, 

and must be understood in that context 

if we are to recover the full meaning of 

the original Bible teaching. Origen, the 

great Christian biblical scholar who 

died in 253CE, said that the tabernacle 

furnishings all symbolised teachings, 

and that only the high priests knew 

what they were. When the Levites car-

ried the tabernacle through the desert, 

the high priests wrapped all the fur-

nishings so that nobody saw them 
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(Num.4:4- 15; Origen On Numbers, 

Homily 5). But Jesus is our great high 

priest, and Ignatius, martyr bishop of 

Antioch at the end of the 1st century, 

taught that 'our own high priest has 

been entrusted with the holy of holies, 

and to him alone are the secret things of 

God committed' (lgnatius, Letter to the 

Philadelphians 9). 

What, then, of 'covenant'? This word, 

and especially 'the new covenant; (that 

is, the new testament) is central to the 

original teaching. Covenant means 

'binding; and the priestly words for 

'creation' and 'creating' are related to it.  

In temple terms, they imagined the 

creation as a series of bonds that joined 

all things to each other and everything 

to the Creator. The historic covenants - 

with Noah (Gen.9:8- 17), with Abra-

ham (Gen.1 7:1-21), with Israel at Sinai 

(Exodus 24:3-8 ) and with David (2 

Sam 7:4-17) - were all aspects of the 

one great covenant, which Isaiah called 

'the everlasting covenant' (Isa 25:4) or 

'the covenant of peace' (Isa 54:10), 

peace here being shalom which means 

wholeness, integrity and harmony. 

The bonds of this great covenant were 

broken by sin and repaired by atone-

ment. Atonement was the first duty of a 

high priest. When he performed the 

ritual of the day of atonement at the 

new year, he cleansed the tabernacle, 

that is the creation, from the effects of 

human sin, and then hallowed the tab-

ernacle/ creation for the new year (Lev 

16.:19). He used the blood of a goat to 

sprinkle the tabernacle, and then a sec-

ond goat symbolically carried away the 

sins of the people (Lev 16: 20-22). The 

high priest was repairing the broken 

bonds of the covenant, where 'wrath' 

might break through and destroy the 

system. 

How the covenant of peace and atone-

ment were understood is illustrated in 

the gory story of high priest Phineas, 

who saw the covenant being broken 

when an Israelite man married a 

Midianite woman. He killed both of 

them, and this was understood, in this 

very primitive tale, as Phineas acting 

to protect the covenant. The lord then 

entrusted to Phineas the covenant of 

peace, because he had made atone-

ment for the people of Israel He had 

protected them from the danger of a 

broken covenant, and this was de-

scribed as atonement, restoring the 

covenant of peace. At the last supper, 

Jesus described his own blood as 

covenant blood. There were many 

covenants - with Noah, Abraham, 

Moses, David - and so Matthew, writ-

ing for Jewish Christians, had to spec-

ify which covenant Jesus meant. It was 

the covenant blood poured out for the 

remission (literally 'the putting away') 

of sins (Matt 26:28). None of the his-

toric covenants deals with the remis-

sion of sins. Noah's was about protect-

ing the earth, Abraham's was about 

possessing the land, Sinai was about 

keeping the commandments, and 

David's was about the future of his 

royal line. The only covenant that 

dealt with 'putting away' sins was the 

everlasting covenant which was re-

stored and renewed by the high priest 

making atonement. 

The covenant at the last supper was 
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the high priestly covenant of peace, 

the everlasting covenant, and it con-

cerned the healing of creation. This 

was not so much a 'new' covenant as a 

'renewed' covenant, and we renew this 

covenant at the Eucharist. In Hebrew - 

and it is likely that Jesus was speaking 

Hebrew at the last supper - 'new' and 

'renew' are written the same way, and 

so we have to think of renewing the 

everlasting [creation] covenant, and 

the psalms as 'renewing songs' that 

extol the work of the Creator and Re-

deemer (thus Pss 33:3; 96:1; Rev.5:9). 

The everlasting covenant was not su-

perseded by the work of Christ. Read-

ing the Bible in the light of temple 

tradition, we see that the great high 

priest renewed that covenant, and 

made all things new (Rev 21:5). 

Bible and Temple have become sepa-

rated in much recent thinking. As a 

result, many nuances have been lost, 

and key words have disappeared from 

some modern translations. Christ the 

firstfruits (1 Cor.15.20) has gone from 

the Good News Bible, which raises 

questions as to what can reasonably be 

called a translation of the Bible. Re-

stored to its original temple context, 

and once the world of the temple is 

understood, many 'problems' in the 

Bible disappear: the six days of crea-

tion, for example, or the difficulty of 

the 'new' covenant in Christian rela-

tions with Jews, or the problem of 

finding a truly biblical basis for envi-

ronment theology. 

 

Margaret Barker  

 

~ TnT Wedding Photography ~ 
 

Looking for great Wedding Photo's that won't break the bank? 
 

Professional and affordable pictures of your special day presented in a hardback Album. 
 

Prices start from £500.  Silver Bentley can also be provided 
 

For more information please call  TIFF on 07885 561 895  or visit 

www.tntphotography.jimdo.com 
 

http://www.tntphotography.jimdo.com/
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Crossword 

Clues across: 

1. Biblical race  (4) 

5. A hairy man (4) 

7. Devotion said am, noon and 

pm  (7) 

8. Particles (8) 

10. Garden (4) 

12. At a distance (4) 

14. Member of monastic third or-

der (8) 

16. Paper (8) 

17. Gospel (4) 

18. Fin under a surfboard (4) 

19. Masses (8) 

22. Porridge (7) 

23. Remove pelt (4) 

24. Sin (4) 

Clues Down: 

1. Gospel (4) 

2. Paul  (4)     

3. Unbeliever (8) 

4. And (4) 

5. Faith of monastic Jews in Pal-

estine (8) 

6. Richmond-____-Thames (4) 

9. Strip a priest of his office (7) 

11. Part of the hearing organ (7) 

13. The opiate of the masses (8) 

15. Terms in old game of cards 

(8) 

18. Evil doings (4) 

19. Liturgy (4) 

20. Eg  man (4) 

21. Essential part (4) 

1     2   3   4   5     6 

      7                   

                          

8 9               10   11   

                          

12     13   14   15           

                          

16                 17       

                          

18         19       20     21 

                          

      22                   

23                 24       
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WIMBLEDON CIVIC FORUM 

 

 

The Forum is an open-ended non-political organisation 

which allows the citizens of Wimbledon to play a full and 

decisive role in the management of their community and to generate 

solutions to Wimbledon problems. 

 

It promotes public discussion on matters of importance including 

Health, Transport, Education and Urban Design, and it works with 

Residents Associations to give their voice greater weight. 

 

For information on events and how to join see our website : 

www.wimbledoncivicforum.org.uk 
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St Maryôs directory 
VICAR Reverend John Hayward 

Merton Vicarage Church Path SW19 3HJ 

Tel 

 
Email 

020 8543 6192 

 
vicar@stmarysmerton.org.uk 

CURATE Reverend Kat Campion-Spall  
30 Kenley Road SW19 3JQ  

Tel 

Email 

020 3490 3895 

curate@ 
stmarysmerton.org.uk  

HON.READERS Mr Alan Morris  

39 Dorset Road SW19 3EZ 
 

Mrs Barbara Moreland 

23 Melrose Road SW19 3HF 

Tel 

Email 
 

Tel 

Email 

020 8542 5086 

training@ 
alansmorris.plus.com 

020 8542 3427 

Barbara.moreland@ 
kcl.ac.uk 

SOUTHWARK 

PASTORAL  

AUXILLIARY  

Mrs Brenda Richards 

73 Sandbourne Avenue SW19 3EH 

Tel 

Email 

020 8540 4769 

eric.brenda@ 

therichardshome.net 

CHURCH  

WARDENS 
Mr Neville Squires 

20 KenleyRoad SW19 8JQ 
Mrs Hazel Abbott 

65 Poplar Road SW19 3JS 

Tel 

Email 
Tel 

Email 

020 8542 5381 

nevillejsqu@yahoo.co.uk 
020 8286 8099 

abbotthazel@hotmail.com 

SUNDAY CLUB 

AND CRECHE 
Amy Jo Blackwell 

Flat 5, 2 Arterberry Road, SW20 8AA  

Tel 

EMail 

0203 177 2010  
amyjoblackwell@talk21.com   

DIRECTOR OF 

MUSIC 
Mr Karl Dorman  

Flat 5, 2 Arterberry Road, SW20 8AA  

Tel 

Mobile 
Email 

0203 177 2010 

07870 938167 
KarljDorman@hotmail.com 

ELECTORAL 

ROLL OFFICER 
Mrs Barbara Moreland 

23 Melrose Road SW19 3HF 

Tel 

Email 

020 8542 3427 

Barbara.moreland@ 
kcl.ac.uk 

SECRETARY TO 

THE PCC 
Mrs Kate Charles 

47 Poplar Road  SW19 3JS  

Tel/Fax 

Email 

020 8543 9186 

 

PAROCHIAL 

TREASURER 
Mr M Hackforth-Jones 

1 Church Lane SW19 3NY 

Tel 020 8543 6184 

PROMISED  

OFFERINGS 

RECORDER 

Mr A Mills  

36 Cranleigh Road SW19 3LU 

Tel 020 8543 8302 

TRANSPORT 

REQUESTS 
Miss Margaret Plastow Tel 020 8542 2904 

PARISH HALL 

MANAGER 
Mr Ray Ball 

15 Quintin Avenue SW20 8LD 

Tel 020 8540 5362 

HALL BOOK-

INGS SECRE-

TARY 

Mrs Krysia Williams 

21 Church Lane  SW19 3PD 

Tel 

Email 

020 8542 8687 

krysia.willams@ 
btopenworld.com 

CARETAKER Mr & Mrs E Martin 13 Church Path SW19 3HJ Tel 020 8540 2479 

WEDDINGS AND BANNS ARE DEALT WITH DURING OFFICE HOURS (MON-FRI  8AM  - 12 NOON)  IN THE PARISH 

OFFICE. (TEL: 0208 542 1760) 
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CHOIR 

Mr Karl Dorman 

Fridays 7.00-8.30pm Church 

Men Fridays from 8.00pm Church 

GUIDE COMPANY 

Merton Division Commissioner 

Sally Holmes   19 Fairway Carshalton Beeches SM5 4HR 

email:  sallyholmes1@hotmail.com   

    

BELL RINGERS Monday 7.45pm Church 

Tower Captain Niki Tompkinson 

29 Wilton Grove SW19 3QZ 

020 8540 9059 

Rainbows 1st Merton Park Wednesdays 5.30-6.30pm 

Martin Way Methodist Church Hall Martin Way Morden 

Mrs Geraldine Ellis 

22 Northway Morden SM4 4HF 

020 8542 4758 

BIBLE READING FELLOWSHIP 

Mr Neville Squires 

20 Kenley Road SW19 

020 8542 5381 

BROWNIES 

1st Merton Park Tuesdays 6.00pm 

Allison Lister 

64 Sandbourne Avenue SW19 

020 8540 1620 

PARISH SAFEGUARDING OFFICER 

John Combs  

23 Bournemouth Road SW19 3AR 

020 8540 5230 

john.combs@talk21.com 

 

2nd Merton Park  - Thursdays 6.00pm-7.30pm 

Martin Way Methodist Church Hall Morden 

Kate Avery   

121 Shaldon Drive Morden SM4 4BQ          

0208 542 2540 

CHURCH FLOWERS 

Mrs Sheila Martin 

7 Church Path SW19 3HJ 

020 8542 8979 

GUIDES  

2nd Merton Park  - Wednesdays 7.30pm-9.00pm 

Martin Way Methodist Church Hall, Morden 

Kate Cusack  

24 Bramshaw Rise New Malden KT3 5JU   

email:  kate7c@hotmail.com  

MOTHERSô UNION 

Mothersô Union 1st Tuesday in the month 2.00pm 

Barbara Moreland 

020 8542 3427 Barbara.moreland@kcl.ac.uk 

Joy Mills 020 8540 1515 

 

EXPLORER SCOUTS 

Wednesdays 7.30-9.30pm 

Leader Andrew Nowak  

41 Parkview Court  

Broomhill Road Wandsworth SW18 4JG 

07890 659 034 

THE CHILDRENôS SOCIETY 

Mr G Clark 

62 Mostyn Road SW19 

020 8542 9101 

SCOUT GROUP 1st Merton Park 

Group Scout Leader Vicky Tullett 

116 Brighton Road, Burgh Heath, Tadworth KT20 6AQ 

01737 354130 

ROAD WARDENS 

Mr G Clark & Mrs D.Cairns 

62 Mostyn Road SW19 

020 8542 9101 

SCOUTS Wednesdays 7.15-8.45pm 

Leader Simon Hill   

21 Tybenham Road SW19 3LB 

0208 542 4846  

SACRISTAN/ALTAR SERVERS  

Mrs A Simpson 

14 Tybenham Road SW19 3LA 

020 8543 3764 

CUBS Nelson Pack Thursdays 6.15-7.45pm 

Leader Mrs J.Clark 

5 Riverside Drive, Mitcham, Surrey CR4 4BR 

020 8648 5043 

SIDESPERSONS 

Derek Cox 

49 Tybenham Road SW19 

020 8542 2174 

BEAVERS Mondays 6.00-7.15pm 

Leader Ray Donovan-Hill  

31 Sandringham Ave SW20 8JY 

0208 540 5867  

ST MARYôS BADMINTON CLUB Thursdays 8.00pm 

John Gout 

57 Cranleigh Road SW19 3LX  

0208 542 7573 email:  jgout@ukgateway.net  

PARISH PLAYERS Tuesdays 7.45pm 

Secretary Clare Quinn 

19 Shaldon Drive Morden SM4 4BE 

020 8542 5045 clare.quinn@blueyonder.co.uk 

 WHIST DRIVE  2nd Monday of Month  7.30pm 

Miss Joyce Clay 

137 Poplar Road South SW19 3JZ 

020 8540 6578 



St. Maryôs Church Hall 

The perfect venue for  

Weddings Å Receptions Å Dances Å Birthdays  
Anniversary Celebrations Å Children's Parties  

Nurseries Å Playgroups Å Film Shows  
Whist Drives Å Stage Productions 

St. Mary's offers you a large hall with a stage and a second smaller hall ñ

both with access to kitchen, cloakrooms. tables, chairs etc.   Plus disabled 

facilities and parking.  

Marquees in St Mary's Merton Glebe  

We have a beautiful Glebe Field next to the Church of St Mary's. So if you 

would like a truly rural setting for your wedding reception, but still want to 

be married in London, then look at St Mary's Glebe Field.  

For more information, ring Krysia Williams , the Hall Booking Secretary,  on 

020 8542 8687 , contact her by email at krysia.williams@btopenworld.com 

or see our web page www.stmarysmerton.org.uk/hall.htm . 

STUDENT GRANTS 

The Rutlish Foundation provides grants to assist young people at Universi-

ties or other places of higher education. To be eligible, students must: 

¶ be ordinarily resident or born within the boundaries of the Ancient 

Parish of Merton 

[The ancient parish of Merton is about a quarter of the area of the London Borough of Merton 

comprised of the present day parishes of St Mary the Virgin, Merton; St Saviourôs, Raynes 

Park; St Jamesôs, Merton; St John the Divine, Merton and Holy Cross, Motspur Park.] 

 

¶ or have attended Rutlish School for at least 3 years. 

 

Applications should be submitted by 30th October for the academic year 

concerned.  

Application forms and further information from: 

Graham Mills, e-mail: grahamw.mills@btinternet.com or write to 

Clerk to the Trustees, The Rutlish Foundation, 

c/o Rutlish School, Watery Lane, Merton Park SW20 9AD  

 


