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MILITARY WHIST
DRIVE
MONDAY 8 FEBRUARY
7:30 PM

TOP PRICES PAID
FOR HOUSE
CLEARANCES

(ALL PROFITS TO CHURCH FUNDS)

VALUATIONS IN
RETURN FOR
DONATION TO
CHURCH FUNDS

ALSO SMALL ITEMS
PURCHASED OR ITEMS
FOR DONATION COL-
LECTED

WOULD YOU LIKE TO
LEARN THE PIANO OR
ORGAN??

Karl Dorman is looking to
expand his private pupilage..
If you would like lessons in
Piano, Organ Theory or Gen-
eral Musicianship, beginners
to advanced level call him on:

07870 938167
(Karl is willing to travel)
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Church

Vicar’s letter

S ince I last wrote about the par-
ish having a Curate back in De-
cember, some more details have
emerged which I can now share
with you. Kat Campion —Spall, our
Curate designate, is expecting a
child, due to be born on 20" April
and the Bishop of Kingston has
agreed with us and her that she will
be ordained on Sunday 26™ Septem-
ber and start work in the parish
from the end of October (ie 6
months after the birth of the child).
The exact start date cannot be deter-
mined until the child is actually
born, but we shall have 6 months
advance notice!

Accordingly, Kat, her husband Pe-
ter and their baby will move into the
parish in good time for the ordina-
tion, possibly a little earlier so Kat
is settled before starting work in the
parish. It is the Bishop’s will, with
which I concur, that when Kat starts
work in the parish, it should be part
time (almost certainly half time)
until Easter, then becoming full
time. In this way, Kat and Peter can
adjust to having their first child be-
fore Kat throws herself into full
time training in the parish.

I was pleased to hear of pledges
from members of the congregation
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who have promised to increase
their planned giving to help fi-
nance the Curate’s post, some of
whom have actually effected the
increase and others have yet to
come through. Saturday Febru-
ary 6" will see a Curry evening
and live entertainment kick off
a series of fund raising events for
the Curate Fund. The next two
known events are a Sponsored
Walk on 17" April and the Oc-
casional Singers Concert on 22"
April. Please do support these
events as they become advertised
through the year and further of-
fers to organise more events are
always welcome. One off dona-
tions are also very acceptable and
some people have already given
—thank you - and should be made
payable to ‘St Mary’s Merton
P.C.C.’ with a note earmarked
for the Curate Fund. To repeat
the clarification I gave before
Christmas, the diocese of South-
wark is sharing with us the costs
of training, paying and housing
the Curate and have most re-
cently agreed to cover the ac-
commodation costs from 26™
Aug until Kat starts work in the
autumn.



This additional financial help is
most welcome but still leaves us
with considerable ground to
cover and I am keen that we raise
as much of the first year’s cost to
us ie £13,000, before Kat actu-
ally starts work in the autumn.
This can be done by one off or
annual donations, increases in
planned giving as well as by so-
cial fund raising events. Raising
most if not all of this first £13k,
by the September ordination will
positively signal our support and
willingness to embrace Kat and
her family from the day they ar-
rive and set the kind of welcom-
ing tone I know you would wish
her to receive. So, in whatever
way you can, please do not delay
if you can avoid it, in making
your contribution earlier rather
than later—thank you very much.

At the time you read this, we will
have just celebrated Candlemas
or The Presentation of Christ in
the Temple. Let us, then , like

MOTHERS’ UNION

Tuesday 2nd February
1.45pm for 2pm

Annual General Meeting
Chaired by the Vicar

All welcome—ideas for future
meetings needed please

the grandparents of Jesus,
Simeon and Anna, take our part
in setting the scene for welcom-
ing this new child and family into
our midst so that, like them, our
wait might give rise to great
gladness and joy.

From John

Thank you to the Vicar

he congregation would like to covey their warmest thanks to John

for his generous hospitality over Christmas. The parties in the
Vicarage drew our community together for conversation and laughter.
As the Song of Solomon says, we “ate your bread with joy and drank

your wine with a merry heart”.




THE MERTON ART SOCIETY
MONTHLY Tuesday EVENING meetings held at
THE METHODIST CHURCH Martin Way,Morden

Demonstrations / workshops. Two exhibitions per
year at Wimbledon Library.

New Members of any ability welcome.

Website.http://sites.google.com/site/
mertonartsociety

CURRY EVENING
SATURDAY 6 FEBRUARY
7.00—11.00 pm PARISH HALL

WITH LIVE ENTERTAINMENT

Proceeds in aid of new Curate Fund

Tickets £12.50 from Anita Simpson
E-mail: adsimpson@freezone.co.uk
Or telephone: 020 8543 3764




A Problem of Modern Life

Dear Parishioners,

I would like to
write to you about something
which, I think, is taking over
our lives.

It is difficult to give it a name,
but I will begin by calling it

“ Administration”. It affects all
areas of life, even those aspects
which are not, or should not be
administrative.

Most of us are parents. Think,
for instance, how much parents
have to deal with regarding
their children’s schools. I see
from one school’s newsletter in
just one week, that parents had
to consider: a sponsored walk;
e-mail addresses; School Fund
payments; Lend an Hour
(effectively, helping to run the
school); and After-School Clubs
- amongst other matters.

All these things are worth
while, but I would note two
things. Firstly, the sheer num-
ber of items. You children (or
parents!) of forty years ago, do
you remember being told about
(not assisting with) more than
one matter at a time, in the odd
letter brought home? Secondly,

a modern school cannot run
without this sort of help - the
staff alone could not do it. Oth-
ers (parents) are doing the extra
tasks, which are laid on schools
by government and society.
With schools at least, it is a
good thing that parents have an
input to school activities; but,
finding more work to do and
then giving it to private citizens,
or those with other jobs, is
something that seems to flow in
unchecked - often from govern-
ment. Monitoring, feedback,
guidelines, are unloaded on
people who already have their
own jobs to do; and there seems
to be no person in a position to
limit or control this. We all hear
about scarce resources. In this
case the resource is Us - our
time, our availability.

One aspect of this is form-
filling. Forms, of course, have
always been with us, but they
have proliferated as informa-
tion-gathering has increased.
The amount of paperwork the
Police have to do is well-
known. I read a policeman’s de-



scription of the processing of
a simple crime - some youths
had vandalised a man’s gar-
den fence. At least six ver-
sions of the report had to be
written: starting at 10 pm he
finished at 3 in the morning! It
took many times as long as
the actual policing, and no
more policing could be done
during all that time.

You may say that this is just
part of life nowadays. But you
are, largely, very able people
who succeed in dealing with
these issues - indeed it is of-
ten precisely your job to do
that - as engineers, surveyors,
financial advisors, or manag-
ers of any sort. However there
are thousands of people
whose skills are not of this
sort - skills which are frus-
trated and wasted by this; as
well as millions who are less
able to cope with these proce-
dures at all. A few years ago
came the news that the gov-
ernment had brought in a new
benefit - but the application
form ran to twenty pages!

The benefit was for precisely
those people who were least
articulate, least able to deal

with this sort of administration.
A really close look has to be
taken at administration to re-
duce it to what is do-able -
something which our manage-
ment culture does badly: those
in charge do not deal with the
nuts and bolts, but since those
in charge have to change things,
it needs to be done from the top.
Another feature is that those
who devise the work are not
those who have to carry it out -
which would be a healthy limit-
ing factor - allied to a syndrome
in this country of giving more
and more tasks to the same
number of staff to administrate.
If they are already fully em-
ployed how can they do more,
except by doing each task less
often, or less well?

In fact, it is a management prob-
lem. Can the management be
changed, or can the manage-
ment approach be changed, to
something different to the
“management culture” we have
had for several years? And who
is there in government, politics
or elsewhere, who can bring this
about nationally?

In the “New Scientist” of 5th
April 2008, there was an article



about the collapse of civilisa-
tions. Studies have found that
all civilisations - this can in-
clude our own - fail not be-
cause they are weak, or can-
not produce enough food, but
because they become too com-
plex and their organisation
collapses. Will our national
life collapse under its own
complexity?

Where is faith, in all this? Can
it provide a different ap-
proach? Of course, on a differ-
ent level it can. When we
pray, “Your kingdom come”,
that means “Your rule, Your
jurisdiction”, not the forms
and processes of civil author-

ity. Can it provide an inspira-
tion not so centred on bu-
reaucracy? If you have any
thoughts or feelings similar to
mine about this situation, I
would be interested to hear of
them.

Some of the greatest changers
of the system have come from
right inside the establishment.
The supreme example was St
Paul. For all his advice to
abide by civil authority, his
following of Jesus caused a
seismic shift in Jewish society
and eventually through the
whole civilised world.

Neville Squires.
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Piano Tutor Electric Guitar Tuition

Pamela Everest A.R.C.M. Chris Everest

]| ” I IHT” i ﬂ Beginners to Advanced

Tel: 020 8543 0060

Mobile: 07765 252 434
Tel: 020 8543 0060

For Service
Contact: -

EASYFLOW PLUMBING
INSTALLATIONS
9 Quintin Avenue
Wimbledon SW20 8LD
Tel: 020 8543 1758
Malcolm Davids
Established in the industry since 1967

héInstitute
of Plumbing

Registered with the Institute of Plumbing

Answers to last month’s crossword: Across: 1. Rabbit 4.Bethel 7.Ablutions
9.Easy 10.Tact 11.Choir 13.Stelae 14.Sadden 15.Bestow 17.Abacus
19.Nimbi 20.Sion 22.Bell 23.Nicodemus 24.Pixels 25.Senate Down: 1.Rivers
2.Baby 3.Touche 4.Blinis 5.Tent 6.Listen 7.Ascension 8.Sadducees 11.Canon
12.Rabbi 15.Bishop 16.Widows 17.Abbess 18.Salome 21.Nile 22.Burn

Due to lack of space, there is no crossword this month.
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Your Choir Needs You!

S tepping out of the vestry into
the Church for the Christmas

services is always a great joy.
Seeing the Church brimming

with excited worshippers expect-

ing a musical feast is one of the
many factors that make being

Director of Music at Merton spe-

cial.

The choir and I take great pleas-
ure in presenting our work to the
locality and offer you our sincer-

est thanks for all the wonderful

comments of gratitude and appre-

ciation.

What makes such occasions spe-

cial is not the low lighting and
festive spirit, although that does

provide atmosphere, it is the fact
that our choir rehearses and sings

together for one full rehearsal
and two Choral Services per
week nearly every week of the
year!

For a Choral Director this is the

time when one can blend, mould

and finely tune the sound that
was so beautiful during Nine

Lessons and Carols. The Choir is

also successful because of the
dedication of its members and

the fantastic spirit of cooperation

and friendship that abounds
amongst both trebles and men.

I am glad that you enjoyed, meta-

phorically speaking , the choir
putting the star on the Christmas
tree at Nine Lessons and Carols.
Please do continue to support the
musical tradition at St. Mary's
with your presence throughout
the new year. We will be there
for Eucharist and Evensong
90.5% of Sundays. Watch us
with a new year and new chal-
lenges start putting the first ball-
balls on the first branches for
2010.

Happy New Year

Karl Dorman Director of Music

South London

Stationers & Printers
5 Crown Parade, Crown Lane
Morden SM4 5DA
Tel/Fax 020 8540 9600

Commercial Stationery

Colour Laser Copying
Printing Letter Heads
Business Cards

Bargain Art Centre
WW/

Student Discounts
Available .

e deliver!



RPN & Co
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BUILDING AND ROOFING CONTRACTORS
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FREE QUOTATIONS

Telephone & Fax: 020 8393 6119
Mobile: 07860 613873
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February Prayer Calendar

Please pray:

16.

17.

18.
19.
20.
21.

22.
23.
24.
25.

26.
27.
28.

For the Hearing Dogs for Deaf People organisation

THE PRESENTATION OF CHRIST IN THE TEMPLE (CANDLEMAS)
That we may feel proud in presenting ourselves in prayer and worship
For people whose jobs put them in moral dilemmas

For children abused and neglected by parents

For the work of the NSPCC

On the anniversary of her accession for our Queen and Royal Family
THE SECOND SUNDAY BEFORE LENT Help us to honour all that
God has created

For the residents of Melrose Road and their St Mary’s roadwarden
For physiotherapists and occupational therapists

. For those who work in children’s homes

. For those engaged in scientific research

. For the Leprosy Mission (Christian healing and compassion)

. For those who teach and train

. THE SUNDAY NEXT BEFORE LENT May the light of Christ enter the

darkness of those in need or distress

. Giving thanks for the work of SPCK (The Society for the Propagation of

the Gospel on the day we remember its founder Thomas Bray
For all prisoners that they may see the error of their ways and resolve to
integrate into an honest and true life
ASH WEDNESDAY As we go forward into Lent may we learn to hate
sin, to overcome temptation and to grow in holiness
For the residents of Merton Hall Road and their St Mary’s roadwarden
For all involved in cancer research
For Bishop Tom on the day of his farewell prior to retirement
THE FIRST SUNDAY OF LENT Guide us Lord in the honest endeav-
ours of our prayer life
For playwrights and producers and all connected with the theatre
For those who work for Christian organisations and charities
Giving thanks for the coming emergence of the new life spring brings
For the London Branch of the Samaritans and all who are struggling in
their relationships
For the work of the United Nations
For the residents of Mostyn Road and their St Mary’s roadwardens
THE SECOND SUNDAY OF LENT For our families, especially where
there are children and young people
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Winchester—Place of Pilgrimage

lans are now well underway

for our marathon walk to
Winchester in May. A series of
practice walks organised by
Penny Clarke kicked off with a
very happy day at Box Hill on
January 2™, while Simon Hillson
focuses on route planning and
ensuring participants have some-
where to sleep at night.
Winchester is an appropriate
place for us to make a pilgrimage
on a number of levels. The an-
cient capital of the old kingdom
of Wessex, so declared by King
Egbert in 827 AD, the city is
built on the much older Roman
remains of Venta Belgarum. But
even by this early date, Winches-
ter had been established as a
great centre of Christianity for
several centuries. The ancient
cathedral, known as the Old Min-
ster, dates from 627 AD. The
mortuary chests still preserved in
the cathedral contain the remains
of many of the Saxon and Danish
kings of England.
The Saxon street plan laid out by
Alfred the Great is still evident.
The city remained an important
centre beyond the conquest; it
was here that William the Con-
queror compiled the Domesday
Book, before London was estab-
lished as the capital of England.
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The decline of Winchester as an
administrative centre can be dated
from the serious fire of 1141, al-
though it remained an important
centre of the wool trade.

The new cathedral was begun by
Bishop Wakelin in 1079. The
nave, begun by master mason Wil-
liam Wynford in 1379, is the long-
est of any cathedral in the world.
The original tower collapsed and
the present rather squat structure
was built in 1202. It seems the
monks of old paid insufficient at-
tention to Matthew’s Gospel,
chapter 27, as the building has
been perennially affected by the
instability of the ground on which
it stands. This became so critical
that by the turn of the 20™ century,
it seemed inevitable that the entire
structure would collapse.  To
solve this problem the Dean hired
a deep sea diver, a heroic charac-
ter called William Walker. From
1906 until 1912, he worked six
hours a day at a depth of 20 feet in
complete darkness, packing the
foundations with 20,000 bags of
concrete, 115,000 concrete blocks
and 900,000 bricks. There is a
statue of him in the cathedral, and
there is no denying that he worked
hard for his memorial.

The diocese of Winchester is
among the most ancient in Eng-



land. Some of the most promi-
nent names in the history of the
English church have held sway
here, from St Swithin in the mid-
dle of the ninth century to Ran-
dall Davidson, later Archbishop
of Canterbury, more than a thou-
sand years later. Historically the
diocese covered the whole of the
south and the Bishop of Win-
chester remains one of only five
prelates who sit in Parliament as
of right. Our own St Mary’s was
part of it until 1877 when Lon-
don’s expansion led to a reor-
ganisation of ecclesiastical gov-
ernment. When we make our
pilgrimage there later this year,
we will be following — literally —
in the footsteps of our forebears
in Merton. In medieval times,
every Mothering Sunday, pil-
grims from the daughter house of
St Mary’s made their way to
make offerings to the Mother
Church, following largely the
same medieval roads and ridge-
ways we will follow in May.

As befits such a distinguished
building, it has seen a lot of his-
tory. Numerous grand Royal
events took place here, among
the more notable being the buri-
als of King Canute in 1035 and
William Rufus in 1100, and the
marriages of Henry IV to Joanna
of Navarre and of Mary I to
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Philip II of Spain. It figures
prominently in literature: Jane
Austen worshipped here and was
buried in the cathedral in 1817
and many scenes from Trollope’s
Barchester Chronicles are set in
its precincts.

Even in modern times, the cathe-
dral continues to capture the
creative imagination. A possibly
unique distinction is that a pop
song called Winchester Cathedral
was a top ten hit in the 1960s,
which went on to be a no. 1 hit in
the USA, and the band Clinic re-
leased an album of that name in
2004. There is a sculpture by
Anthony Gormley in the crypt.
And something in common with
St Mary’s is that the cathedral’s
Epiphany Chapel is decorated
with stained glass by Sir Edward
Burne-Jones, manufactured in the
William Morris workshops in
Merton.

So whether you see this event as

a spiritual journey, an enjoyable
and challenging long distance
walk, or simply a day out to en-
joy the fellowship of other
church members, please put Sun-
day May 16" in your diary.

Alan Hay



Spirituality

Faith/Belief

There seem to be three types of belief. That where we do not really
believe and yet pretend to believe i.e. make-believe. That where we
believe as long as it works — so long as there is no serious opposition or
until things don’t seem to be working out the way we had planned. And
that type of belief we call faith that never breaks whatever happens —
even if life seems full of dangers and losses, it grows.

We are now a few weeks into the Year 2010.The past is behind us and
cannot be changed and what is to come is unknown. We may feel that
materially we are better or worse off than we were twelve months ago,
but the all important question we need to ask ourselves, is whether or
not, during that period, our faith in Christ’s teaching has grown and
flourished.

Hubert Bradbury
Keeping Faith

In Psalm 23, the most memorised text in the Bible after the Lord’s
Prayer, we meet the Lords sheep and they seem to have it easy.
According to this psalm, the Lord’s sheep do not need to do anything.
They spend their days lying in green pastures. They wander beside
quiet placid lakes and walk along straight paths. The Shepherd’s rod
and staff keep them safe and when they’re hungry, there’s a pleasant
table laid out for them.

It’s all very bucolic — until we notice that the paths of righteousness
could also mean ways of justice. Or until we notice that the psalm also
talks about walking fearlessly through the valleys that are like night,
filled with deep shadows. Or until we notice that the table spread with
abundant food also happens to be surrounded on all sides by enemies.
The Lord’s sheep might not have it so easy after all, and they begin to
look like a much more complicated sort of creature. They believe in the
mercy and the providence of the shepherd, but life can still be full of
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terrors and unexpected grief, and walking the paths of justice is
sometimes painfully difficult. It begins to look like the Lord’s sheep
depend more on radical trust than blind obedience...

...Faith in God is not a magic wand which takes away our fears and
smoothes the uncertainties out of our lives, whatever they are, however
lost we may be, or however much we may feel that our hearts are
cracking. In the end, this is faith — not flashy, not dramatic, sometimes
barely even acknowledged — that nothing can separate us from God
who loves us. This is the promise, that God is with us, closer to us than
our own breath, and no matter what happens, he will not let us go.

From a homily given by Revd Lynda Patterson, Theologian in
Residence, Christchurch Cathedral, New Zealand.

* Free estimates

* Free carpet samples /_E\?‘(ﬂ_\rm; h\

Available for measures / quotes
evenings

and weekends t@ﬂ@ﬂﬂ@m N f
J,L._

o

* Made-to-measure rugs and runner J,
service g*r

* Quality carpet remnants at clear-
ance prices

Suppliers and installers of
superior carpets and flooring

Contact Simon Puxty
Mob: 07813 107619 Email: floorsforthought@aol.com
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FEBRUARY DIARY 2010

9:00am  Holy Eucharist

2:00pm  Mothers’ Union AGM, The Vicarage

6:45-8:30pm Wedding couples for 2010 meet team, St Mary’s
[0:30am  Holy Eucharist, The Accession of HM The Queen
7-11pm  Curry Evening, Church Hall

THE SECOND SUNDAY BEFORE LENT

8:00am  Parish Eucharist Rev Ch 4 Luke 8: 22-25
[10:00am  Parish Eucharist Luke 8: 22-25

6:30pm  Evensong Ps 147:13- end

Gen [: 1-2: 3 Matt 6: 25-end

8:00pm  Faith & Worship meeting, The Vicarage

9:00am  Holy Eucharist

10:30am  Holy Eucharist, Scholastica, sister of Benedict

THE SUNDAY NEXT BEFORE LENT

8:00am  Parish Eucharist 2 Cor 3: 12- 4:2 Luke 9: 28-36
9:30am  Parish Eucharist 2 Cor 3: 12- 4:2 Luke 9: 28-36
[ 1-12:00pm Occasional Singers practice
6:30pm  Evensong Ps 89: 1-18

Exod 3: 1-6 John 12: 27-36a

9:00am  Holy Eucharist

8:00pm  Ash Wednesday, Eucharist & Ashing

10:30am  Holy Eucharist

THE FIRST SUNDAYOF LENT

8:00am Parish Eucharist Deut 26: I-11; Rom: 10: 8b-13

Luke 4: 1-13
9:30am Parish Eucharist Deut 26: I-11; Rom: 10: 8b-13
Luke 4: 1-13

6:30pm  Evensong Ps 119:73-88  Jonah ch 3

Occasional Singers required AM & PM: 9am & 6pm rehearsals

r X =t K




FEBRUARY DIARY 2010

23 9:00am  Holy Eucharist, Polycarp, Bishop of Smyrna, Martyr
25 10:30am  Holy Eucharist, George Herbert, Priest & Poet

28 THE SECOND SUNDAYOF LENT

8:00am Parish Eucharist Gen 15: 1-12, 17-18; Phil 3: 17— 4: |

Luke 13: 31-end
9:30am Parish Eucharist  Gen 15: [-12, 17-18; Phil 3: 17— 4: |
Luke 13: 31-end
6:30pm  Evensong Ps 135
Jer 22: 1-9, 13-17 Luke 14:27-33
7:30pm  Karl will give an Organ Recital following Evensong
(retiring collection in aid of Organ Fund)

MARCH DIARY 2010

10-12pm Peripatetic Ringers, St Mary’s Church

2 9:00am Holy Eucharist, Chad, Bishop of Lichfield

3 7:00pm Standing Committee, The Vicarage
8:00pm  Finance Committee, The Vicarage

4 10:30am Holy Eucharist

7 THE THIRD SUNDAY OF LENT

8:00am Parish Eucharist  Isa 55:/-9; I Cor 10: 1-13
Luke 13; -9

10:00am Parish Eucharist with Baptisms Luke 13: 1-9

6:30pm Evensong Ps 12

Gen 28: 10-19a  John I: 35-end

For further information please contact either the wardens or the
parish office.

tFrom the Register;‘

P4 P, ;
BAPTISMS DEATHS WEDDINGS g

Stanley Buffham
Bert Hyde
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French Fine cuisine

185 Kingston Road, Wimbledon, London
SW19 1LH

% ~ PBistrot ~ Reotaurant
Jel: 020 85431723

Opened in October 2008, L'Olive has become popular with a
clientele of locals who treat the place as their dining room.
Located on the border of Merton Park and Wimbledon a
short walk from the Wimbledon Theatre.

L’Olive menu is constantly evolving based upon the season-
ality of produce and our artisan French Chef’s team. Open 7
days a week, L'Olive is ideal French restaurant with reason-
able prices for all.

Monday lunches and Tuesday evenings for senior citizen
(OAPs) with a 15% discount. If you would like to take ad-
vantage of our offers and special events, please call us on
020 8543 1723 or leave a message with your request, and
we will get back to you a toute vitesse
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WOMEN'S WORLD DAY OF PRAYER

LET EVERYTHING THAT HAS
BREATH PRAISE GOD

CAMEROON 2010

Friday Sth March 2010
Prepared by the Christian women of Cameroon

11am, Sacred Heart Church, Edge Hill, Wimbledon
speaker from the Cameroon

gpm, Holy Trinity Church, The Broadway, Wimbledon
Meditations on the theme
Let everything that has breathe praize God
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The Wizard of Oz

Parish Players — 6™ — 9" January

As the programme notes, ‘The
Wizard of Oz holds a place in the
hearts and memories of everyone
who has ever seen it.” And
therein lies the challenge. Never
mind the lion - any group that
takes on The Wizard of Oz is going
to need courage aplenty.

Most of us approach The Wizard
of Oz not at all as we approach tra-
ditional pantos such as Captain
Hook or Mother Goose. Because
when we come to this show we
can’t help but bring Judy Garland,
Toto and Over the Rainbow with
us. The weight of expectation that
comes with seeing a different in-
terpretation of such an iconic
Christmas film is in danger of cre-
ating a tornado of feeling — and
potentially disappointment - before
the first gust of wind is felt. For
this reason I think ‘Oz - the panto’
was a bold choice and you needed
courage to make it. But, as we
know, if the show is to be a suc-
cess, you also need brains - to find
ways of making us see The Wizard
anew — or at least with green-
coloured spectacles on — and of
marrying the film we know so well
with a traditional panto format.
And, most importantly perhaps,
you need a heart — because of
course no show without a heart can
possibly make our dreams come
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true.

The Church hall does not seem
the most promising candidate for
transformation into Munch-
kinland, The Emerald City or even
the Mid West and yet, magically,
before I even walked in the door,
Kansas came out to greet me on a
cold snowy evening in January.
The audience was wrapped in lav-
ish clouds of smoke billowing out
of the front doors - and thus the
enchantment began. The warmth
of the welcome made up for some
un-Kansas like temperatures,
while the hay bales, the straw on
the floor and, of course, the capa-
cious undergarment hanging on
the washing line, created a world
away from Merton Park. As too
did the noisy enveloping wind and
the entertaining radio show play-
ing in the background and giving
us, appropriately for a snow-
obsessed London, a special report
on the storm, while also cleverly
reminding us to turn off our mo-
biles. It is a compliment then to
say that it was hard to tell when
the show itself actually began. The
wonderfully boisterous entrance
of the whooping band seemed to
match the force of the wind, as did
the entrance of chorus members
hollering through the audience.
The energy was marvellous - and



perhaps it did not matter that the
noise of the wind prevented the
words of the entering chorus from
being heard. The intention was no
doubt to convey energy and move-
ment — which it did admirably.

I found the hand on the volume con-
trol of the wind slightly heavy, but
this is pretty much my only criticism
of the sound and lights for the show,
which otherwise were remarkably
good and, as always at Parish Play-
ers, played a huge part in creating the
world of the play. From the magic of
the illuminated windows in the toy
house to the joyful pyrotechnics at
the end of the first half, from the use
of flashlight and u.v. in the flying
monkey scene to the lavish use of
smoke and trapdoors to convey a
truly impressive melting, all the
lights and special effects were, well,
especially effective.

Set, costumes and make up were a
similar joy. The psychedelic Oz
backdrop and bright costumes were
just right — and a marvellous contrast
to the drear of storm-filled Kansas/
London. Scene changes seemed
minimal in this production, whether
because they were truly few in num-
ber or because they were effected so
super-efficiently I simply didn’t no-
tice them, I couldn’t say. The princi-
ples’ costumes were flawless and the
chorus was brightly and imagina-
tively dressed. Whoever was respon-
sible for the lion’s mane deserves a
round of applause alone. And as for
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the guards of the emerald
city....suffice to say it was an abso-
lute joy to see so many people in
sparkly green eye-shadow. One tiny
comment on the costume front -
SILVER shoes? I had my heart set
on ruby red. And from the intake of
breath that went round the audience,
I wasn’t the only one. [From David
Reeves, Chairman of Parish Play-
ers: In fact we had no choice but to
use silver shoes in our panto this
vear, as MGM hold the copyright for
Dorothy's red shoes. The panto
script we used is licensed by NODA,
the representative body for amateur
theatre.] I’'m being picky, of course,
but that’s the weight of expectation
that comes with such a well-loved
classic - and it seemed an odd choice
to confound expectations so boldly
and deliberately in this crucial area
while mirroring, say, Dorothy’s
dress from the film so faithfully.
But so much for the, generally ex-
cellent, departments of smoke and
mirrors. If The Wizard of Oz tells us
nothing else it is surely that magic is
created not only through special ef-
fects - beautiful costumes, fancy
backdrops, smoke and bangs, awe-
inspiring as they may be — but also
through belief and total conviction.
In that it is perhaps a good metaphor
for theatre in general - a show that
relies on tricks instead of the com-
plete involvement and conviction of
the cast will never be magical. This
is of course particularly true of



panto - where anything less than
wholeheartedness on the part of
the cast risks making the whole
enterprise look silly. The youth
of the four leads contrasted with
the maturity of their perform-
ances. They were truly impres-
sive — each actor was splendidly
controlled and yet totally con-
vincing. Olivia Cheetham as
Dorothy was very well cast — her
performance was utterly charm-
ing. She never once let slip her
air of innocent bewilderment,
beautifully conveyed not only in
the delivery of her lines but also
in her reactions to other charac-
ters and, perhaps most strikingly
of all, in the way she moved and
carried herself throughout. She
held the audience’s attention and
affection from start to finish. It
didn’t hurt that she has a lovely
singing voice too.

Joe Reeves’ scarecrow was also
immediately likeable. His goofy
laugh endeared him to the audi-
ence from the moment we met
him, as did his finely-judged
ability to break the fourth wall
and talk to us in good panto tra-
dition. (I forgive him for calling
me an old crow.) Joe too used his
movements well to convey char-
acter - his initial controlled slap-
stick was joyous. His concentra-
tion never faltered and his sym-
pathetic portrayal made us feel

24

genuinely affectionate towards the
scarecrow.

The tin man’s off-stage groans fol-
lowed nicely on scarecrow’s clown-
ing and kept up the pace well. The
character change in his first scene,
brought about by the lovely allitera-
tive luxurious lubrication, was well
done. Indeed, Henry Perryment
really relaxed into the role — both as
the evening and the week went on -
by the second half of the Saturday
matinee he was in danger of steal-
ing the show at points — quite a
feat, given the competition.

All the main characters need to be
sympathetically played, but perhaps
Lion especially so. Amanda Rob-
erts” made the most of the opportu-
nities for cowardly silliness - her
increasingly dramatic snoring in the
poppy scene was hilarious for a
start — and she certainly won over
the younger audience — my daugh-
ter was a big fan.

Both good witches were a delight.
Caryl Court played the Nice witch
of the North in good panto tradition
— with a touch of thigh slapping, a
dash of prim school ma’am and a
generous dollop of good fairy. She
was a joy in pink to behold and the
twinkle in her eye showed utter
commitment. [ take my life in my
hands perhaps by wondering why
the choice was made to make the
nice witch speak in clipped rather
upper-class tones when there would



have perhaps been an obvious ad-
vantage to Caryl’s playing up the
traces of her accent in her role as a
witch from the NORTH.

Lindsay Litster’s fun portrayal of
Glinda gave the show a new burst of
energy at just the right moment to
get the audience singing along to the
song. She was ably abetted in this
by Henry Perryment whose tin man
really came into his element egging
on the audience. Since Lindsay
seemed carried along by energy and
the appearance of not taking any-
thing too seriously, her merriment
was infectious — she was hilarious
even when taking a prompt.

And of course Maggi Chick’s
wicked witch of the west was also a
triumph of great panto evil. From
her terrific entrance number to her
dramatic melting she never let the
pace flag. She was great fun to boo
and her conviction meant my
daughter found her genuinely scary.
The flying monkeys — well lit and
imaginatively choreographed as
they were — were another moment
of real terror.

Caroline Chick’s performance was
also magnificent. Her opening
number was a show stopper — beau-
tifully and powerfully sung and all
done absolutely straight with real
high drama. She was a powerful
presence who commanded the stage
every time she appeared. Her pair-
ing with Sam Litster - echoing the
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good team work and strong charac-
terisation in the performances of
Richard Warner and Thom Brick-
nell at the beginning of the show -
worked well - his seriousness mak-
ing her hot air all the funnier.

It is never easy making an entrance
late in a show and by the time we
get to meet the Wizard himself the
audience expects a lot. Roy Perry-
ment did not disappoint. His con-
vincing accent, appearing as it did
late on in the show, brought us
nicely full circle to the radio show
at the beginning, the only other
place where American was spoken
Beyond this, Roy established the
wizard’s character immediately and
convincingly. He was also a major
reason that the penultimate number
— what else but the deeply satisfy-
ing ‘Goodbye Yellow Brick Road’
- brought the house down.

The chorus showed their concentra-
tion and application no less than
the individual roles, whether con-
veying the joy of the witch’s death,
the sorrow of their imprisonment or
their utter conviction that every-
thing should be painted green.
Danni Matsell’s excellent choreog-
raphy was well executed through-
out and the musical numbers were
all sung with appropriate gusto,
though for my money the big up
tempo numbers tended to work bet-
ter than the slightly more touchy-
feely ones.



Special mention at this stage has
to go to two actors. The first is
whoever was hit by the tin man’s
axe on the Saturday matinee. It
is a long time since I’ve heard
such a spectacularly lengthy and
funny off-stage death. Well
done. And I’m only being
slightly flippant here actually. It
was a small detail, but typical of
the sense of fun and enthusiasm
shown throughout the whole pro-
duction.

The second special mention goes
to the band — not only for some
excellent sound effects and music
— including some terrific original
music —but also for their engage-
ment in the show throughout as
actors as well as musicians. By
leading the panto calls and re-
sponding so closely to the actors
on stage, the band gave the show
a whole new element blurring the
lines nicely between audience
and performer. I thought the
choice of musical numbers was
excellent . Ialso very much
liked the snatches of songs famil-
iar from the film played in the
scene changes — a few bars of
‘We’re off to see the wizard’ al-
luded nicely to our expectations
and somehow helped blend that
‘timeless classic’ with the panto
tradition. I’d actually have liked
more of these myself — other
scene-changing snatches — The

Simpsons theme and Moonlight
Sonata for example - seemed
more puzzling choices with less to
add to the production. I’'m being
picky again. The music and band
were excellent — congratulations.
Overall I felt the show was di-
rected with brains and heart.
There were some wonderfully
imaginative moments — the trans-
formation of the washing um-
brella into the tornado, the ener-
getic entrances through the audi-
ence, the use of the trapdoor and
exit to the back of the stage. And
there were of course some tradi-
tionally sweet touches - the addi-
tion of sweets and livestock to the
matinee performance was much
appreciated by the kids, particu-
larly the bunny in the curtain call.
So did I believe it? Did the
dreams that you dared to dream
really come true? I think so. It
was a fun lively production, glad
when the scarecrow did his long
division and oddly affected by the
rush of cold air and the glimpse of
the natural world at the back of
the stage when Dorothy made her
final exit.
So well done to all involved for a
Christmas classic well re-
imagined. It was great entertain-
ment. My troubles melted like
lemon drops.

Claire Hoult



RUSSELL-COOKE ZCOLICITORS

= Specialist services for companies & individuals
including wills & estate planning, conveyvancing,
family law, criminal litigation, tax advice,
employment and personal injury
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A TRADITION OF TRUST AT YOUR

TIME OF NEED

From advice on how to register a death to making all the arrangements,

we’re here 24 hours a day, offering a sympathetic and understanding service.

FREDERICK W PAINE

FUNERAL DIRECTORS & MEMORIAL CONSULTANTS

. 26 Crown Lane, MORDEN 020 8542 1214
(Funeral Director, Mr Bruce Haworth)

. 6 Coombe Lane, RAYNES PARK 020 8946 1974

(Funeral Director, Mr Maurice Brumpton)

e
Part of Dignity plc. A British company DIFIW
www.dignityfunerals.co.uk CARTHIE FLHERAL

WIMBLEDON CIVIC FORUM

The Forum is an open-ended non-political organisation

which allows the citizens of Wimbledon to play a full and

decisive role in the management of their community and to generate
solutions to Wimbledon problems.

It promotes public discussion on matters of importance including
Health, Transport, Education and Urban Design, and it works with
Residents Associations to give their voice greater weight.

For information on events and how to join see our website :
www.wimbledoncivicforum.org.uk
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Tillman & Tsoukkas

Consulting Structural Engineers

Structural reports; Structural alterations
Subsidence claims; Party wall awards

Planning Advice: Extensions
Loft conversions: Basements
Building Regulations: Calculations & Drawings

020 8944 7575; fax 020 8994 7676
8 The Broadway, Wimbledon SW19 1RF
tillman_tsoukkas@btinternet.com
www.tillmantsoukkas.co.uk
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St Mary’s directory

VICAR

HON.READERS

SOUTHWARK
PASTORAL
AUXILLIARY

CHURCH
WARDENS

SUNDAY CLUB

CRECHE

DIRECTOR OF
MUSIC

ELECTORAL
ROLL OFFICER

SECRETARY TO
THE PCC

PAROCHIAL
TREASURER

PROMISED
OFFERINGS
RECORDER

TRANSPORT
ORGANISER

PARISH HALL
MANAGER

BOOKINGS SEC-
RETARY

CARETAKER

Reverend John Hayward
Merton Vicarage Church Path SW19 3HJ

Mr Alan Morris
39 Dorset Road SW19 3EZ

Mrs Barbara Moreland
23 Melrose Road SW19 3HF

Mrs Brenda Richards
73 Sandbourne Avenue SW19 3EH

Mr Neville Squires

20 KenleyRoad SW19 8JQ
Mrs Hazel Abbott

65 Poplar Road SW19 3JS

The Church Hall 9.30 am

Mr Simon Hillson 24 Wilton Crescent SW19 3QZ
The Church Hall 9.30am

Mr Karl Dorman 51 Bembridge House, Iron Mill
Road, Wandsworth, London SW18 2AQ

Mrs Barbara Moreland
23 Melrose Road SW19 3HF

Mrs Kate Charles
47 Poplar Road SW19 3JS

Mr M Hackforth-Jones
1 Church Lane SW19 3NY

Mr A Mills
36 Cranleigh Road SW19 3LU

Miss Margaret Plastow

Mr Ray Ball

15 Quintin Avenue SW20 8LD
Mrs Krysia Williams

21 Church Lane SW19 3PD

Mr & Mrs E Martin 13 Church Path SW19 3HJ

Tel

Email

Tel
Email

Tel
Email

Tel
Email

Tel
Email
Tel
Email

Tel

Tel
Email

Tel
Email

Tel/Fax
Email

Tel

Tel

Tel

Tel

Tel
Email

Tel

020 8543 6192

vicar@stmarysmerton.org.uk

020 8542 5086
alanmorris.training
@tiscali.co.uk

020 8542 3427
Barbara.moreland@
kel.ac.uk

020 8540 4769
eric.brenda@
therichardshome.net

020 8542 5381
nevillejsqu@yahoo.co.uk
020 8286 8099
abbotthazel@hotmail.com

020 8543 5818

07870 938167

KarljDorman@hotmail.com

020 8542 3427
Barbara.moreland@
kel.ac.uk

020 8543 9186

020 8543 6184

020 8543 8302

020 8542 2904

020 8540 5362

020 8542 8687
krysia.willams@
btopenworld.com

020 8540 2479

WEDDINGS AND BANNS ARE DEALT WITH DURING OFFICE HOURS (MON-FRI 8AM - 12 NOON) IN THE PARISH
OFFICE. (TEL: 0208 542 1760)

30



ALTAR SERVERS
Secretary Mr LD Morley
26 Old School Close SW19
020 8542 2853

BELL RINGERS Monday 7.45pm Church
Tower Captain Niki Tompkinson

29 Wilton Grove SW19 3QZ

020 8540 9059

BIBLE READING FELLOWSHIP
Mr Neville Squires

20 Kenley Road SW19

020 8542 5381

CHOIR

Mr Karl Dorman

Fridays 7.00-8.30pm Church

Men Fridays from 8.00pm Church

PARISH SAFEGUARDING OFFICER
John Combs

23 Bournemouth Road SW19 3AR

020 8540 5230
john.combs@talk21.com

CHURCH FLOWERS
Mrs Sheila Martin

7 Church Path SW19 3HJ
020 8542 8979

MOTHERS’ UNION

Mothers” Union 1st Tuesday in the month 2.00pm
Joy Mills

13 Andridge Court 2a Church Lane SW19

020 8540 1515

VISITING SCHEME COORDINATOR

ROAD WARDENS

Mr G Clark & Mrs D.Cairns
62 Mostyn Road SW19

020 8542 9101

SACRIST and VERGER

Mrs A Simpson

14 Tybenham Road SW19 3LA
020 8543 3764

SIDESPERSONS

Derek Cox

49 Tybenham Road SW19
020 8542 2174

ST MARY’S BADMINTON CLUB Thursdays 8.00pm
Mr Justin Pieris

13 Keswick Avenue SW19 3JE

020 8542 0132

THE CHILDREN’S SOCIETY
Mr G Clark

62 Mostyn Road SW19

020 8542 9101

GUIDE COMPANY

Rainbows 1st Merton Park Wednesdays 5.30-6.30pm
Martin Way Methodist Church Hall Martin Way Morden
Mrs Geraldine Ellis

22 Northway Morden SM4 4HF

020 8542 4758

BROWNIES

1st Merton Park Tuesdays 6.00pm
Allison Lister

64 Sandbourne Avenue SW19
020 8540 1620

6th Merton Park Mondays 5.45pm

Martin Way Methodist Church Hall, Morden
Sally Holmes

19 Fairway

Carshalton Beeches SM5 4HR

GUIDES Wednesdays 7.30pm-9.00pm
Martin Way Methodist Church Hall, Morden
Mrs M Apted

13 Cannon Close SW20 9HA

020 8540 5799

SCOUT GROUP 1st Merton Park

Group Scout Leader Vicky Tullett

116 Brighton Road, Burgh Heath, Tadworth KT20 6AQ
01737 354130

EXPLORER SCOUTS

Wednesdays 7.30-9.30pm

Leader Clive Tullett

116 Brighton Road, Burgh Heath, Tadworth KT20 6AQ
01737 354130

SCOUTS Wednesdays 7.15-8.45pm

Leader Mr M Clark

5 Riverside Drive Mitcham Surrey CR4 4BR
020 8648 5043

Nelson Pack Thursdays 6.15-7.45pm

Leader Mrs J.Clark

5 Riverside Drive, Mitcham, Surrey CR4 4BR
020 8648 5043

BEAVERS Mondays 6.00-7.15pm
Leader Carol Martin

13 Church Path SW19 3HJ

020 8540 2479

PARISH PLAYERS Tuesdays 7.45pm
Secretary Clare Quinn

19 Shaldon Drive Morden SM4 4BE

020 8542 5045 clare.quinn@blueyonder.co.uk

WHIST DRIVE 2nd Monday of Month 7.30pm
Miss Joyce Clay

137 Poplar Road South SW19 3JZ

020 8540 6578
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ST. MARY’S CHURCH HALL
The perfect venue for
Weddlings - Receptions  Dances - Birthdays
Anniversary Celebrations * Children's Parties
Nurseries * Playgroups - Film Shows
Whist Drives + Stage Productions

St. Mary's offers you a large hall with a stage and a second smaller hall—
both with access to kitchen, cloakrooms. tables, chairs etc. Plus disabled
facilities and parking.

Marquees in St Mary's Merton Glebe

We have a beautiful Glebe Field next to the Church of St Mary's. So if you
would like a truly rural setting for your wedding reception, but still want to
be married in London, then look at St Mary's Glebe Field.

For more information, ring Krysia Williams, the Hall Booking Secretary, on
020 8542 8687, contact her by email at krysia.williams@btopenworld.com
or see our web page www.stmarysmerton.org.uk/hall.htm.

o

STUDENT GRANTS

The Rutlish Foundation provides grants to assist young people at Universi-
ties or other places of higher education. To be eligible, students must:

. be ordinarily resident or born within the boundaries of the Ancient
Parish of Merton

[The ancient parish of Merton is about a quarter of the area of the London Borough of Merton
comprised of the present day parishes of St Mary the Virgin, Merton; St Saviour’s, Raynes
Park; St James’s, Merton; St John the Divine, Merton and Holy Cross, Motspur Park.]

or have attended Rutlish School for at least 3 years.

Applications should be submitted by 30th October for the academic year
concerned.

Application forms and further information from:

Graham Mills, e-mail: grahamw.mills@btinternet.com or write to
Clerk to the Trustees, The Rutlish Foundation,

c/o Rutlish School, Watery Lane, Merton Park SW20 9AD




