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2012 Parish Profile: Doris Cathie

All our yesterdays: Choir in Nativity Drama

Updates from the PCC

Caption competition results
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Scallywags

Parents & Toddlers Groups
Tues 10-11.45 Church Hall
Toys, Singing & Crafts
For children up to 4 years
£2 per session
including refreshments
Come and make new friends
More information?
Call 8540 6716 or 8542 5086

Military Whist Drive

Mon 9 Jan

7.30pm

Visitors Welcome

TOP PRICES PAID FOR
HOUSE CLEARANCES

(ALL PROFITS GO TO CHURCH FUNDS)

VALUATIONS IN RETURN FOR
DONATION TO CHURCH FUNDS

ALSO SMALL ITEMS
PURCHASED OR ITEMS FOR
DONATION COLLECTED

Contact; Chris Spencer
(BBC Antiques Roadshow,
Consultant Editor
Millers Antiques Guide)

8542 2000 (evenings & leave mes-
sage) or if urgent 01326 218718

S-8"

South London

Stationers & Printers
5 Crown Parade, Crown
Lane, Morden SM4 5DA
Tel/Fax 020 8540 9600

Commercial Stationery
Colour Laser Copying
Printing Letter Heads

Business Cards
Bargain Art Centre
Student Discounts Available

We deliver!




Editorial

We start a new calen-
dar year with the re-
sults of our first cap-
tion competition (see
page 30). We would
be pleased to have
more photos for fu-
ture competitions & so
if you have a picture,
taken in the parish,
and crying out for a
pithy comment to be
attached, please let
me have it 9 if possi-
ble in digital format
by email. And maybe
we should include
photos of our regular
contributors & what
do you think?

"You'll be in deep trouble if the vicar
finds out you're not deeply meditating,

just playing with your new iPad!"

Chris Abbott

Editor: Chris Abbott 8286 8099 chris.abbott@kcl.ac.uk

Spirituality Editor: Hubert Bradbury 8540 3464 hubertbradbury@hotmail.com
Prayer Calendar: Brenda Richards 8540 4769 eric.brenda@therichards.home
Printing: Margaret Plastow 8542 290#roof Editor: Joyce Clay

Advertising Manager: Doris Dean 8542 3972

The Parish Magazine is published monthly by St Mary the Virgin, Church
Path, SW19 3HJ

Communications Coordinator: Carline VageHughes

Parish Office 8542 1760

Opening hours (enquiries, weddings and banns): Mon to Fri 8 to 12.

Outside these hours by appointment

Email: office@stmarysmerton.org.uk Web: www.stmarysmerton.org.uk
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Curateodos | etter

As you know, St Maryédés Church isndét ju
choose to come Sunday by Sunday, but for everyone in the par-

ish. Many come for events such as concerts, and many parishion-

ers choose to celebrate a special occasion here I awedding, or

the baptism of a child.

Over the last couple of weeks a lot of people have come to cele-

brate Christmas, who may not come at other times in the year.

And there will be some people who have never set foot in St

Maryb6s, nor perhaps any other church,
with it.

Many people comment on the strong sense of community at St

Marybés, and how welcoming it is. But i
come to St Maryds on a Sunday i f you h
to church before. It must be a fairly daunting prospect to walk

into an unfamiliar building full of people who all seem to know

someone, if not everyone. If you are not familiar with Christian

beliefs, or Christian worship, it might be quite confusing and

must raise lots of questions without an obvious opportunity to

ask them.

Of course those of us who are regul ars
fort to look out for newcomers and make them welcome, and to

guide them through the services if it looks like they are struggling

with books and service sheets. But some people, who are genu-

inely interested, never make it through the door in the first place.



Why Church? on 17 ™ January is an evening for people who are
interested in St Marydés Church,
Christian faith, but who arenoét
will provide a chance for people to hear why some of us do go to
church regularly, and to ask questions about what we do there

and what we believe. It will be followed by a six -week course in

Lent which will go into some of these questions more deeply. The
John Innes Society have kindly allowed us to use the Coach
House, which will provide a relaxed and informal atmosphere
away from the church building.

This is a really important part of our outreach to the local com-
munity, and | hope that you are able to support it. If you are a
regular member of our congregation, there are two ways you can
do this.

Firstly, if you have a neighbour, family member or friend who

and
part

mi ght be interested, please invite t

one of the fliers for ~ Why Church? please pick one up in church
and pass it on.

Secondly, please support this event with your prayers, as we at
St Marybés share the Gospel out si
way.

And if you are not a regular member of our congregation, but

would like to hear more or ask questions about what we do,

please come along! Tuesday 17 ™ January at 8pm, at the Coach
House in Melrose Road.

Yours in Christ,
Kat
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Silent Prayer

Many people find their lives so busy that it feels like they never

stop. Our minds are constantly whirring with all the stimuli of the

world around us and the things that fill our lives, so silent prayer
can be a welcome source of deep refreshment and peace. It is
an opportunity to consciously try to empty our minds of all the

busy -ness and preoccupations of everyday life, and make a

space for God.

Prayer can often be pushed out of busy lives, so there is now a

regul ar sl ot for silent prayer at St N
come to participate. A short introduction is offered, with a sug-

gestion about how to engage with the thirty minutes of silence

that follows.  After the silence, there is an opportunity to reflect

together, and finally a short time of intercession as we pray for

the world and people around us.

The sessions are every Wednesday from 4 to 4.45pm: just come

along. | f you are interested but you ar en:i
time, please do contact me as it may be that we can find a new

or additional time for this.

Kat Campion - Spall

from the Registers

Baptisms Weddings Deaths
Jessie de Azevedd None None
Jefferies

4




ST MARY
QUIZ NIGHT

at the Church Hall
Church Path, Merton Park, SW19 3HJ

Sat 4" Feb

7.15 for a 7.30pm start

Tickets A10 for a chedse
& a glass of wine. Cash bar.

Prize for the winning team

Quiz Master: John Foster

Make up a team of 8 with friends and neighbours, or jJst join
a team on the night. To register for tickets, please cgntact
Penny Clarke on 020 8542 9321 or
pennyclarke@btinternet.com

Al | proceeds to St Nlary
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All Our Yesterdays

50 years ago

Walter Taylor writes:
The boys of the choir will be singing in three nativity dramas to be
performed at the Church of St Lawrence Jewry next Guildhall (3
and 4" Jan at 6pm and 8pm) and at St Dunstathe-West, Fleet
Street (2 Jan at 1.25pm). They are to be presented by the Sacred
Music Drama Society. This has entailed much rehearsal of some
beautiful music written for the plays by Inglis Gundry. | hope that
some of our parishioners will be able to go and see what | know is
going to be a most impressive and moving spectacle.

(Parish Magazine, January 1962)

100 years ago

The Wonders of the Picture Palace

There were some interesting facts about the recent free cinemato-
graph exhibition to which Mr Samuel, the proprietor of the
Queen's Picture Theatre, Worple Road, recently treated the thou-
sand very poor school children after the School Attendance Offi-
cers' tea. The operator threw upon the screen (which was nearly
the longest distance ever attempted, viz. 133 feet) a series of nine
subjects, each picture measuring while on the screen 13 feet by 10
1/2 feet. There were 5000 feet of films used and this contained no
fewer than 88,000 individual pictures, 800 being projected on to the
screen every minute. To effect this rapid and prolonged display, the
operator had to turn the handle of the apparatus 11,000 times.

(Wimbledon Borough News, Jan 1912)



8 Jan: St Nathalan - an early farmer in Scotland

Many saints have fed the poor, but not many were interested in
actual food production. Nathalan (who died around 678) was,
so perhaps he might be the patron saint of anyone who pro-
duces food 1 and gives most of it away to those in need. Scot-
land inthe 7 ™ century must have been a hungry place, espe-
cially as far north as the Aberdeen district. According to his Leg-
end in the Aberdeen breviary, he was a nobleman who decided
to cultivate his land as a way of serving God. He wanted to feed
the people in times of famine. It is not known what food he
managed to grow so far north, but Nathalan was well -loved for
providing what he could.

SERMON [LLUSTRATIONS

IDEAS FOR SOME GoOOD ONES

BIBLE THINGS You BIBLE THINGS YoU BIBLE THINGS You
PASSAGE WILL NEED PASSAGE WILL NEED PASSAGE WILL NEED
PoLAIT
gUILDING MOSES &~ HEALING 4a
THE ASCENDI|NG THE TR ATV SO, SO
TOWER MOUNT PARALYSED e
OoF SINAI MAN
B ABEL /
ELDERLY MEMBER C“"“"‘z“”"‘"s
o OF CLERGY SLEDGEHAMMERS
DESTRutnon va‘r:D_M_l'l" EE"S =
THE j BAPTISTRY “_# :E’“ (>
THE
FLooD CITY STORM
PROCESS ARCUND 7
cREciraaeY TIMES, THEN DESTROY Font>  WAIRDRYER
ATTENTIVE SCISSORS
THE SIDESPERSON BE";?"“’ 0. MARY z
PLAGUE < JoHN AND
oF MARTHA
DARKNESS THE 1
BAPTIST LESS
PILIGENT  DILIGENT
COFFEE COFFEE
LIGHT RoTA ROTA
SWITCH FLOWER ARRANGEMENT VOLUNTEER  VOLUNTEER

CartoonChurch.com

This CartoonChurch.com cartoon by Dave Walker originally appeared in the Church Times.
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Floors for Thought...

Suppliers and installers of superior carpets and flooring

Free estimates
Free carpet samples
Available for measures / quotes evenings and weekends
Madeto-measure rugs and runneervice
Quiality carpet remnants at clearance prices
Wood flooring

Contact Simon Puxty

Tel: 020 7924 4334

Mob: 07813 107619
Email: floorsforthought@aol.com

Passionate about Flooring
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Prayer Calendar

Please pray:

1. THE NAMING AND CIRCUMCISION OF JESUS Thanking God for the gifts (t&leht?
he gives us and pray that we use them to their potential

For our Scout group and local guides and brownies 2a8$s
For wildlife which may struggle for survival through the winter
For our Parish Players presentiigddinfrom tonight Yy |

. THE EPIPHANY Guide us to travel the road you would have us journey alon@hurct
o) C2NJ 6KS NBaAARSyila 2F /tS@StlyRI ! @
THE BAPTISM OF CHRIST Giving thanks that through baptism we become part of
the church family
9. For John and Kat and their continuing ministry among us
10. For the work of the Stroke Association
MM D C2NJ {4 wlLKIStQa 1 2aLAOS yR |ff ¢
12. For those who are seeking the best solution to our need for a new organ in war
13. For our police, including the local community police team
14. For older and less able people who have difficulty coping with winter conditios |- F
15. THE SECOND SUNDAY OF EPIPHANY We pray that the people of the world may
respond as the first disciples did, and follow you
Mc O C2N) GKS NBaARSylGa 2F / NryftSAIK w2l
17. For school governors
18. For physiotherapists and occupational therapists
19. For the work of the RSPCA Holy
20. For the families of serving members of the armed forces
21. For the Riding for the Disabled Association
22. THE THIRD SUNDAY OF EPIPHANY For those whose lives are dulled by
monotony and struggle
23. For family, friends and work colleagues RA 2
24. For our Hall Manager and all who use our hall facility s this
25. THE CONVERSION OF PAUL Help us to live by the wisdom of our words and the
power of our example that others may be moved to give their hearts to you

2
3
4.
5. For the leaders of the European Union
6
T
8

26. For our Parochial Church Council, meeting tonight mas tha
HT @ C2N) 6KS NBaARSyida 2F / NRoy [|FyS |y
28. For the work of Marie Curie Cancer Care w2l F

29. THE FOURTH SUNDAY OF EPIPHANY May we be strong in our faith, our wills,
our decisions and our loyalty

30. For all who are tempted to act in a way to bring harm to family, friends or egesf the
strangers

31. Giving thanks for music and theatre

11



Spirituality

Christmas Present.
A special gift we all receive at Christmas is the opportunity to

hear once again a reading from the

Gospel. Of particular significance, for me, is the reference to

6 t hree light which lighteth every man that cometh into the

w o r | Atlbough the verse may be subject to more than one in-
terpretation, | see this Light as our very essence; the vitality
within us; the source of our strength, protection and conscious-
ness; imparting the truth, knowledge and happiness that is our
True Self T ever present, even if unacknowledged.

Hubert Bradbury

Let your Light Shine
AOur deepest fear i s nd
adequate. Our deepest fear is that we are
powerful beyond measure. It is our light,
not our darkness that most frightens us.
We ask ourselves, who am | to be bril-
liant, gorgeous, talented and fabulous?
Actually, who are you not to be? You are
a child of God. Your playing small doesn't
serve the world. There is nothing enlight-
ened about shrinking so that other people
won't feel insecure around you. We were
born to make manifest the glory of God that is within us. It is
not just in some of us: it's in everyone. And when we let our
own light shine, we unconsciously give other people permission
to do the same. As we are liberated from our own fear, our
presence automatically | iberates
Nelson Mandela

(6]
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PCC Task Groups

St Marybés Parochi al Church Coumenm-| (PC
bers. It meets on a regular basis to discuss the operation and

development of the church (see page 18). In November an Away

Day was arranged for the PCC (17 members attending) and was

held at St Michael 6s Convent in Ham. T

Ruth Worsley, Parish Development Adviser for the Diocese of

Southwark. During the day, the group explored the strengths of

St Marybés and what draws people to the
purpose of church and the role it plays within the community.

Conversely, the group discussed possible barriers to people being

part of St Maryés. To build on St Mary
the church further three priorities were identified and assigned to

task groups. The three task groups will focus on:

Communication

Focusing on what information St Maryds
and how. Understanding the skills and talents people may want

to offer or develop for the benefit of the community.

Families

Focusing on devel oping what St Maryos
pl oring the wider community relationsh
would like to have, in order to service the community well.

Community
Expl oring what the community wants of

The small task groups will work with the PCC, members of the

church and people connected with the church. If you are inter-

ested in St Maryds development or woul
please contact the PCC Secretary (Leslie Robertson) who will

gladly direct your offer accordingly.
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U;PC SPECIALISTS

DOUBLE GLAZED W;INDOWS AND DOORS

FASCIA BOARDS & SOFFITS
GUTTERS & DOWNPIPES
CLADDING & REPAIRS

Tel: 0208 715 5420 Mob: 07710 727 595
40 Buckleigh Avenue, Merton SW20 947

Tillman & Tsoukkas

Consulting Structural Engineers

Structural reports: Structural alterations
Subsidence claims: Party wall awards

Planning Advice: Extensions
Loft conversions: Basements
Building Regulations: Calculations & Drawings

020 8944 7575; fax 020 8994 7676
8 The Broadway, Wimbledon SW19 1RF
tillman_tsoukkas@btinternet.com
www.tillmantsoukkas.co.uk
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ComeandsingStravinskyodés Mass a
In aid of the Organ Fund

Comeandsing at St Maryés has had a rather
bly the Il ast such invitation wMes to co
siah, in January 2005. That attracted 150 singers and as many in

the audience.

On Saturday 14 ™ January you are invited to come and sing Stra-

v i n s Kviags sA much shorter piece, not so well known, indeed

rarely performed. It has great dignity, draws on both the Russian

and Western European traditions I and was composed in Holly-

wood. There are challengesébut no more
Handel 6s choruses.

Rehearsals begin at 2pm. The accompaniment will be on piano

(Maureen Cox), rather than the original woodwind. Our Director

of Music, Helen Smee, will conduct. The concert will start at 6pm,

with two short introductions: one by me, on Stravinsky compos-

ing a Mass in 1940s Hollywood, and one by Kat Campion - Spall,

giving us some pointers about its possible use in a liturgical set-

ting. We should all be taking some well earned refreshment be-

fore 7pm.
Performerso6 ticket:
please register on 0208
542 8687 or
grenville@o2email.co.uk
Audience tickets: £5
bookable in advance as
above

Grenville Williams
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